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manufacturing plant in Virginia

Charlie Kirk’s death raises fears of ‘beginning of a

. JD Vance threatens
darker chapter’ for US violence 05 crackdown on ‘far-left
" groups after Charlie Kirk
Social media and widespread availability of lethal weapons make shooting

this era more dangerous than the 1960s - and the violence may
increase Charlie Kirk’s killing came amid a rise in political violence
in the US, the kind now so frequent that it moves swiftly out of news
cycles it would once have dominated.

The list is long and growing. From the two assassination attempts
on Donald Trump during his campaign last year to Pennsylvania
Governor Josh Shapiro’s home burnt in an arson attack in April

and the Democratic Minnesota state lawmaker and her husband
gunned down by a man dressed as a police officer in June, to name a few. In the first six months of 2025, more than
520 plots and acts of terrorism and targeted violence occurred, affecting nearly all US states and causing 96 deaths

and 329 injuries. This is a nearly 40% increase over the first six months of 2024, according to data from the Study of i Trumbp files $15 billion
Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism at the University of Maryland. i defamation lawsuit

07 against The New York
Mass casualty attacks, where four or more victims were killed or wounded, increased by 187.5% in the first six ! Times
months of 2025 compared with the same period last year. Michael Jensen, the research director at START, wrote on
LinkedIn in late August that “the warning signs of growing civil unrest in the US are evident” in the group’s data. President Donald Trump says he is

filing an audacious lawsuit against
The killing of a high-profile Trump ally at a public event on a Utah college campus this week could serve as a turning The New York Times, alleging

point for political violence - but it’s not clear in which direction. As the right declared war on the left following defamation and accusing the outlet
Kirk’s murder, prominent politicians canceled events over safety concerns and historically Black colleges went of being a “virtual mouthpiece” for
on lockdown over threats. “I absolutely believe this is a watershed in American history,” said Spencer Cox, Utah’s the Democratic Party.

Republican governor, at a press conference on Friday. “The question is, what kind of watershed? That chapter

remains to be written. Is this the end of a dark chapter in our history or the beginning of a darker chapter in our e
history?”
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Those who study political violence say the current moment looks similar to the US in the 1960s, when assassins
killed John F Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr amid a time of massive social change and backlash. But two key ;
differencesmake this era more dangerous: social media and widespread availability of very lethal weapons, said ) N e Gl S alliga OSh e
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Charlie Kirk’s
death

Increased adoption of conspiracy
theories and online networks
where those theories thrive mean
that radicalization is “speeding up~,
giving people less time to intervene
when someone is on the path
toward violence, she said.

The roots of political violence

A host of factors play into the rise of
political violence, and the public’s
support for said violence, which
has been increasing in surveys over
the past year.

People are dissatisfied with the
government, the two major political
parties and their ability to actually
make change. There’s also a loss

of trust in institutions, said Luke
Baumgartner, a research fellow at
George Washington University’s
program on extremism. Of the
terrorist incidents in the first half
of 2025, 35% were directed at
government targets, up from 15% in
the first half of 2024, START’s data
shows.

Media ecosystems are fragmented,
and social media algorithms
prioritize polarization.Prominent
voices can attract people by
creating black and white scenarios,
said William Braniff, the executive
director at the Polarization

and Extremism Research and
Innovation Lab (PERIL) in the
school of public affairs at American
University

“We're constantly being fed a
stream of information that’s meant
to make us feel righteous anger, and
especially at someone else, at some
other community,” Braniff said.

The plots and attacks categorized
as terrorism this year fell across
ideologies: 32 had some nexus

to antisemitism; 20 targeted
entities carrying out immigration
enforcement; 13 targeted peaceful
protests of the administration; 22
targeted the LGBTQ+ community;

do with politics.
are underlying risk factors in their lives.
Those risk factors go unaddressed. ...
Ideology is often a lagging indicator
for someone who’s gravitating towards
violence.”

“Once you see somebody is
multifaceted and less of a caricature,
it’s easier to get along, it’s easier

to try to work through some of

the differences, as opposed to just
dismissing the person,” she said. “It’s
really hard to hate up close.”

How politicians of all political
backgrounds respond to incidents of
political violence, no matter the motive,
can help cool the rhetoric or inflame it.  Braniff, of PERIL, led the federal
government’s Center for Prevention
Programs and Partnerships until
March, when he resigned in protest
over staff cuts. Grant programs to
local jurisdictions across the country
have been cut, he said, and the
federal government is no longer
investing in prevention programs
that could head off acts of terrorism
and targeted violence.

Condemning the violence is helpful,
Pate said, but the context of those
condemnations matters. “Do you take
this as a moment to point out and decry
the degree of polarization within the
country, or do you condemn it as a way
to benefit from that polarization?” she
said.

The motives of the shooter are still
being parsed after he was captured on
Friday. Authorities said he had written

Report those who
on gun casings phrases common to °
online gaming communities. Regardless celebl'ate Chal'lle
of his political aims, and before a °

Kirk death to

shooter was publicly identified,
prominent voices on the right declared

employers, Vance
says

war, and Trump vowed to go after the
“radical left”.
People who celebrate the killing
of conservative influencer
Charlie Kirk should be held
accountable, US Vice-President
JD Vance has said.

On Friday, on a Fox program, Trump
was asked how to fix the country, given
there were radicals on the right as well.

“T'll tell you something that’s gonna get
me in trouble but I couldn’t care less,”
Trump said. “The radicals on the right
oftentimes are radical because they
don’t want to see crime. ... The radicals
on the left are the problem. And they’re
vicious and they’re horrible and they’re
politically savvy.”

“Call them out, and hell, call
their employer,” Vance said as
he guest-hosted an episode of
the Charlie Kirk Show. “We don’t
believe in political violence, but
we do believe in civility.”

Calls on the right for war, revenge or
retribution could lead to more violence,
Baumgartner said. “All it takes is
somebody with a grievance and a gun
or a grievance and access to some sort
of weapon, and you have a recipe for
more violence. It doesn’t take an army
to inflict violence on people,” he said.

Pilots, medical professionals,
teachers and one Secret Service
employee are among those who
have been suspended or sacked
for social media posts that were
deemed inappropriate about
Kirk’s death.

Prevention programs could help

Critics have argued the firings
threaten free speech and
employee protections, although
US companies have wide
latitude to terminate employees.
Vance’s comments aired on
Monday in an episode of the
Charlie Kirk Show, a daily
podcast that Kirk hosted before
he was shot in the neck last
Wednesday while hosting a
debate at Utah Valley University.

In the episode, the vice-
president said that left-wing
Americans “are much likelier to
defend and celebrate political
violence”, and added that “there
is no civility in the celebration
of political assassination”.

A recent YouGov poll found
liberal Americans were more
likely than conservatives to
defend feeling joy about the
deaths of political opponents.

Vance’s remarks come as other
Republican US lawmakers
echoed calls for those publicly
celebrating Kirk’s death to be
punished.

“I will demand their firing,
defunding, and license
revocation,” said Florida
congressman Randy Fine in
a post on X on Sunday, as he
called for such people to “be
thrown out of civil society”.

South Carolina congresswoman
Nancy Mace urged the
Department of Education to “cut
off every dime to any school

or university” that refuses to
retaliate against employees
making insensitive posts about
Kirk.

Kirk, a devout Christian,
professed viewpoints on
gender, race and abortion
that drew backlash from

Shannon Watson, founder and
executive director at Minnesota
nonprofit Majority in the Middle, works
to promote civility in politics. She said

IMMIGRATION LAW
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seven targeted Muslims; and six despite a broad amount of ideological Abdallah Immigration Law is dedicated to helping people and businesses find

targeted people believed to be
immigrants. Of those targeting
lawmakers, 21 plots and attacks
targeted Republicans, and 10
targeted Democrats.

If you zoom out over time, political
violence is more commonly done
by the far right, Baumgartner said,
but today’s violent actors are “much
more ideologically diffuse, and they
don't strictly adhere to a single
ideology™.

“People don’t start their journey
as a violent extremist expert on a
given ideology,” Braniff said. “There
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diversity in the two major political
parties, people tend to associate the
other side with its worst actors. “We
don’t compare our best to their best.
We compare our best to their worst,”
she said.

For those who are really politically
active, it can be harder to get out of
the mindset that their side is morally
right and the other is morally wrong,
Watson said. When she’s talking to
people about polarization, she rarely
tries to get them to challenge their

assumptions and instead spends more

time encouraging people to create

relationships that don’t have anything to
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many liberals, especially on the
campuses he toured.

In some cases, those who took

to social media to gloat over his
death or post comments that
caused offence have been fired or
placed on leave by employers.

Among them is Anthony Pough,
a US Secret Service employee
who wrote on Facebook that Kirk
“spewed hate and racism on his
show... at the end of the day, you
answer to GOD, and speak things
into existence™.

He has had his security clearance
revoked.

Secret Service Director Sean
Curran wrote in a memo to staff
that politically motivated attacks
are on the rise and members of
the protective detail should not be
exacerbating the issue.

“The men and women of the
Secret Service must be focused
on being the solution, not adding
to the problem,” Curran wrote.

Americans employed by private
companies have also come

under scrutiny. Office Depot fired
employees at a Michigan branch
after a viral video showed staff
refusing to print posters for a Kirk
vigil, the company confirmed to
the BBC in a statement.

A spokesperson for Office Depot
said the employees’ behaviour
“was completely unacceptable
and insensitive”, and violated the
company’s policies.

Professors and journalists, too,
are facing punishment for their
comments, provoking a debate
over so-called cancel culture.

Karen Attiah, a long-time
columnist for the Washington Post,
wrote in a Substack post that the
newspaper had fired her after a
series of posts she made on social
media platform Bluesky following
Kirk’s death.

In South Carolina, Clemson
University said in a statement
on Monday that it had fired
one employee and placed two
professors on leave for what it
called “inappropriate” social
media posts related to Kirk’s
killing.

The repercussions have reached
beyond the US.

In Canada, University of Toronto
professor Ruth Marshall was
placed on leave after appearing
to write in a social media post that
“shooting is honestly too good for
so many of you fascists™.

US employers generally have
broad discretion to fire workers
for any reason, as most staff are
hired under “at-will” contracts.
Steven Collis, a law professor at
the University of Texas Austin,
said the right to free speech under
the US Constitution does not cover
private employers.

Rather, it applies to government
actions restricting citizens’ free
speech, he said.

But Risa Lieberwitz, head of

the Worker Institute at Cornell
University, said public figures

rominent right-wing influencer and a supporter of President Donald Trump and Vice-President JD V

could be infringing on free
speech rights if they call for
accountability over posts about
Kirk.

She said the spate of firings was
not surprising, given the current
heated political rhetoric in the
Us.

“I think it reflects the kind

of fear that exists now in the
United States from retaliation by
the Trump administration for
not adhering to their political
agenda,” she said.

Some have criticised the firings,
like the American Association
of University Professors, who
said in a statement on Monday
that academic freedom should
be protected and “not curtailed
under political pressure”.

US MILITARY KILLS 3
IN SECOND DEADLY
STRIKE AGAINST
‘NARCOTERRORISTS'
IN INTERNATIONAL
WATERS, TRUMP
SAYS

The US military killed three
people in another deadly strike
on a vessel in international waters
around South America allegedly
“transporting illegal narcotics”
from Venezuela, President Donald
Trump said in a Truth Social post
on Monday.

“This morning, on my Orders,

US Military Forces conducted a
SECOND Kinetic Strike against
positively identified, extraordinarily
violent drug trafficking cartels and
narcoterrorists in the SOUTHCOM
area of responsibility. The Strike
occurred while these confirmed
narcoterrorists from Venezuela
were in International Waters
transporting illegal narcotics (A
DEADLY WEAPON POISONING
AMERICANS!) headed to the US,”
Trump said.

“These extremely violent drug
trafficking cartels POSE A THREAT
to U.S. National Security, Foreign
Policy, and vital US Interests,” he
added. “The Strike resulted in 3
male terrorists killed in action. No
US Forces were harmed in this
Strike.”

Monday’s announcement comes
just under two weeks after the

US miilitary killed 11 individuals

in a strike allegedly tied to the
Venezuelan Tren de Aragua gang.
The Trump administration has
provided little detail regarding the
action. When pushed for answers
days after the strike, Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth declined to
provide any specifics and said the
US had “the absolute and complete
authority to conduct that.”

The second strike on Monday
comes amid rising tensions
with Venezuela, as the US has
deployed military assets to the
region, including the Iwo Jima
Amphibious Ready Group and
22nd Marine Expeditionary
Unit, and 10 F-35 fighter jets to
Puerto Rico. Venezuelan Foreign
Minister Yvan Gil said last week
that Venezuela is “not betting on
conflict” with the US, “nor do we
want conflict.”

CNN reported last week that
Defense Department officials did
not present conclusive evidence
that the targets of the first attack
were members of Tren de Aragua,
and that the briefers could not
determine exactly where they
were headed. A source also told
CNN that the briefers said the
boat turned around at one point,
which raises more questions about
whether it posed an immediate
threat.

“There is no evidence — none —
that this strike was conducted

in self-defense,” Sen. Jack Reed,
ranking member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee,

said last week. “That matters,
because under both domestic
and international law, the US
military simply does not have the
authority to use lethal force against
a civilian vessel unless acting in
self-defense.”

Trump has said the boat was on
its way to the US, and Hegseth
has insinuated the same, saying
if anyone is trafficking drugs

and “heading for the United
States ... that will have lethal
consequences.”

The second strike on Monday
comes amid rising tensions

with Venezuela, as the US has
deployed military assets to the
region, including the Iwo Jima
Amphibious Ready Group and
22nd Marine Expeditionary
Unit, and 10 F-35 fighter jets to
Puerto Rico. Venezuelan Foreign
Minister Yvan Gil said last week
that Venezuela is “not betting on
conflict” with the US, “nor do we
want conflict.”

CNN reported last week that
Defense Department officials did
not present conclusive evidence
that the targets of the first attack
were members of Tren de Aragua,
and that the briefers could not
determine exactly where they
were headed. A source also told
CNN that the briefers said the
boat turned around at one point,
which raises more questions about
whether it posed an immediate
threat.

“Tere is no evidence — none —
that this strike was conducted

in self-defense,” Sen. Jack Reed,
ranking member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee,

said last week. “That matters,
because under both domestic
and international law, the US
military simply does not have the
authority to use lethal force against
a civilian vessel unless acting in
self-defense.”

Trump has said the boat was on
its way to the US, and Hegseth
has insinuated the same, saying
if anyone is trafficking drugs and
“heading for the United States ...

that will have lethal consequences.”

JD VANCE
THREATENS
CRACKDOWN ON
‘FAR-LEFT’ GROUPS
AFTER CHARLIE
KIRK SHOOTING

Vice-president says White House
will pursue those who praise Kirk’s
death and groups that ‘promote
terrorism’

JD Vance assailed what he called
the “far left” and its increased
tolerance for violence while guest-
hosting Charlie Kirk’s podcast on
Monday, saying the administration
would be working to dismantle
groups who celebrate Kirk’s death
and political violence against their
opponents.

Vance, hosting the podcast from
his office next to the White House,
spoke to high-profile members

of the Trump administration and
some of Kirk’s long-time friends in
the movement, including Tucker
Carlson and Trump adviser
Stephen Miller.

Vance said the administration
would “work to dismantle the
institutions that promote violence
and terrorism in our own country”.

The administration would be
working to do that in the coming
months and would “explore every
option to bring real unity to our
country and stop those who would
kill their fellow Americans because
they don’t like what they say”,
Vance said.

Miller also detailed how the
administration would use the
federal government to achieve this
goal.

“With God as my witness, we are
going to use every resource we
have at the Department of Justice,
[Department of] Homeland Security
and throughout this government

to identify, disrupt, dismantle and
destroy these networks,” Miller
said, adding that they would do this
“in Charlie’s name”™.

Vance added: “When you see
someone celebrating Charlie’s
murder, call them out. Hell, call
their employer. We don’t believe

in political violence, but we do
believe in civility, and there is no
civility in the celebration of political
assassination.”

Miller said he had been feeling
“incredible sadness, but there’s
incredible anger” and would be
focusing his “righteous anger” on
the “organized campaign that led
to this assassination, to uproot and
dismantle these terrorist networks”.

Dtailing what he believes is a “vast
domestic terror movement”, Miller
pointed to what he said were
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“organized doxing campaigns,

the organized riots, the organized
street violence, the organized
campaigns of dehumanization,
vilification, posting people’s
addresses, combining that with
messaging designed to trigger,
incite violence, and the actual
organized cells that carry out and
facilitate the violence™.

The political leanings of the
shooter who killed Kirk are not
yet clear. Bullet casings found with
the shooter’s gun were inscribed
with references to video games
and online culture. Still, prominent
figures on the right — before a
shooter was apprehended —
declared war on the left, claiming
it was responsible for Kirk’s death.
There is no evidence of a network
supporting the shooter, and Miller
did not provide substantiation

of his claims that there is a “vast
domestic terror movement” at play.

Since Kirk’s death, rightwing
influencers have found examples
of people they say are glorifying
or celebrating the violence and
have sought to get them fired.
One post that Miller retweeted
said people should go beyond
contacting employers and should
go after professional licenses for
lawyers, teachers and medical
professionals because they
“cannot be trusted to be around
clients, children, or patients”.
Trump has also said the problem
today is on the left, not the right.
“When you look at the agitators —
you look at the scum that speaks
so badly of our country, the
American flag burnings all over
the place - that’s the left, not the
right,” Trump said on Sunday.

On the podcast, Vance said

that after he left Kirk’s family in
Arizona, he read a story in the
Nation, a leftwing publication,
where the author detailed Kirk’s
views and, he said, took a quote
about several prominent Black
women out of context to imply it
applied to all Black women.

The magazine is not a “fringe
blog” but a “well-funded, well-
respected magazine whose
publishing history goes back to
the American civil war. George
Soros’s Open Society Foundation
funds this magazine, as does the
Ford Foundation and many other
wealthy titans of the American
progressive movement”, Vance
said, hinting at the organizations
the administration might target.
The Ford Foundation responded:
“The murder of Charlie Kirk was
an appalling act of violence. We
extend our deepest condolences to
his family and loved ones. Political
violence is un-American and a
threat to our way of life, and the
perpetrator of this heinous crime
must be held accountable. The rise
in politically motivated violence is
a significant crisis in our society
that all Americans need to join
together to address.”

Vance later mentioned that the
foundations that helped fund the
magazine are tax-exempt, a sign
that the government could go after
that status.

“Charlie was gunned down in
broad daylight, and well-funded
institutions of the left lied about
what he said so as to justify his

murder,” Vance said. “This is
soulless and evil, but I was struck
not just by the dishonesty of the
smear, but by the glee over a young
husband’s and young father’s
death.”

The writer of the Nation article said
on Bluesky that she was not paid
by the Ford Foundation or Open
Society to write the article.

The Ford Foundation said it has not
provided any funding to the Nation
since 2019.

Vance said he “desperately” wants
national unity and appreciated the
many condolences he has received
from Democratic friends and
colleagues, but he said there was
no unity without confronting the
truth. “The data is clear, people on
the left are much likelier to defend
and celebrate political violence,” he
said, citing the results from a recent
YouGov poll. “This is not a both-
sides problem. If both sides have

a problem, one side has a much
bigger and malignant problem, and
that is the truth.”

On the show, Vance also
interviewed Kirk’s friends and
political allies, showing how
Kirk worked to keep the warring
factions of the right aligned
behind Trump and tried to bring
in other political movements by
elevating them into roles in the
administration. They shared
how Kirk was omnipresent in the
transition after Trump won the
White House.

Robert F Kennedy Jr said Kirk was
a “spiritual soulmate” to him and
that his endorsement of Trump, at
a Turning Point rally in Arizona
amid fireworks and sparklers on
stage, was “Charlie’s orchestration™.
Kirk helped shepherd Kennedy
into his role as health secretary,
Kennedy said, and also helped his
daughter-in-law get a role in the
administration.

On breaks between guests, the
live stream rolled footage of Kirk
during his typical college campus
visits debating about the Trump
administration’s first 100 days or
the left’s views on immigration.
Since Kirk’s killing, Turning Point
USA has seen a massive rise in
inquiries to start new chapters on
high school and college campuses.
Andrew Kolvet, a spokesman for
the organization, said on X that
the group received over 32,000
inquiries over the course of two
days. Turning Point currently has
about 900 official college chapters
and 1,200 high school chapters.

“Charlie’s vision to have a Club
America chapter (our high school
brand) in every high school in
America (around 23,000) will come
true much much faster than he
could have ever possibly imagined,”
Kolvet wrote.

TRUMP ANNOUNCES
HE WILL SEND
NATIONAL GUARD
TO MEMPHIS,

WITH CHICAGO
‘PROBABLY NEXT'

Donald Trump announced he

will deploy the national guard

to Memphis during an Oval

Office ceremony attended by the
Tennessee governor Bill Lee.

Last week, Trump said “Memphis

is deeply troubled” and teased that
he wanted to “fix that just like we
did Washington”, referring to his
decision to deploy national guard
troops to Washington DC last month
in an effort to “crack down” on
crime in the nation’s capitol. Violent
crime was already at a 30-year low
in the city.

Lee has welcomed Trump’s offers
of federal troops and thanked

the president during today’s
announcement.

Trump added that he is considering
sending national guard troops

to “Chicago probably next” and
floated cities such as St Louis may
be next. “We want to save these
places,” he said.

“Chicago is a great city,” Trump
added. “We’re going to make it
great again very soon.”

Nlinois’ Democratic governor, JB
Pritzker, has vehemently opposed
the idea of federal troops deploying
to Chicago.

Memphis, Chicago and St Louis are
among the cities with the largest
percentage of Black residents in the
United States.

Trump said law enforcement
agents from agencies including the
FBL ATF, DEA, ICE and Homeland
Security will join the national guard
in Memphis.

My colleauge George Chidi
conducted this helpful analysis

of crime rates in cities Trump

has named over the past month.
Although Trump has called
Chicago “the most dangerous

city in the world”, crime in large
cities in the aggregate is lower in
states with Democratic leadership.
While the four cities of populations
larger than 100,000 with the
highest murder rates in 2024 are in
Republican states.

PROSECUTOR IN
EPSTEIN CASE SUES
TRUMP JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OVER
ABRUPT FIRING

Maurene Comey alleges firing was
retaliation against father, former FBI
director James Comey

Prosecutor in Epstein case sues
Trump justice department over
abrupt firing

Maurene Comey alleges firing was
retaliation against father, former FBI
director James Comey

Joseph Gedeon in Washington
Mon 15 Sep 2025 14.66 EDT

Share

Maurene Comey, a federal
prosecutor involved in cases
against Jeffrey Epstein and his
accomplice Ghislaine Maxwell and
led the recent case against Sean
“Diddy” Combs, filed a lawsuit on
Monday challenging her abrupt
termination as politically motivated
retaliation against her father,
former FBI director James Comey.

According to the court documents,
the justice department fired Comey
without cause or explanation on
16 July, citing only “article 2 of the
United States constitution and the
laws of the United States™ in a brief
email. When she asked for a reason,
interim US attorney Jay Clayton
told her: “All I can say is it came
from Washington. I can’t tell you
anything else.”

Just three months before her
termination, the 35-year-old
prosecutor received a glowing
review from the same attorney
who would later deliver news of
her firing, the lawsuit alleges. The
lawsuit seeks her reinstatement,
back pay, and a declaration that
her termination violated the
constitution.

Her removal came after a sustained
pressure campaign by Laura
Loomer, a far-right activist and
Trump administration whisperer
with clear influence over personnel
and policy decisions. In May,
Loomer posted to her 1.7 million

X followers calling for the firing of
James Comey’s “liberal daughter”.
“Both Maurene Comey and Lucas
Issacharoff need to be FIRED from
the DOJ immediately,” Loomer
wrote. After the termination,
Loomer celebrated: “This comes

2 months after my pressure
campaign on Pam Blondi to fire
Comey’s daughter.”

The lawsuit alleges the firing was
designed to retaliate against James
Comey, whom Trump has attacked
in hundreds of social media posts,
repeatedly calling him the “worst™
FBI director in history. Tensions
escalated in May when the elder
Comey posted a cryptic message
featuring seashells arranged

to spell “8647”, which Trump
interpreted as an assassination
threat.

Maurene Comey’s case portfolio
included high-profile wins: the
conviction of Maxwell for sex
trafficking, the prosecution of
gynecologist Robert Hadden for
sexual abuse, and most recently
leading the team that convicted
Combs.

The Trump administration has
argued that article 2 grants
unlimited presidential removal
authority over career prosecutors,
but the federal lawsuit claims that
violates constitutional separation
of powers and federal service
protections.

In a farewell email to colleagues,
Comey said: “If a career prosecutor
can be fired without reason, fear
may seep into the decision of
those who remain. Do not let that
happen.”
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TRUMP FILES $15 BILLION DEFAMATION
LAWSUIT AGAINST THE NEW YORK TIMES

President Donald Trump says he is
filing an audacious lawsuit against
The New York Times, alleging
defamation and accusing the outlet of
being a “virtual mouthpiece” for the
Democratic Party.

The lawsuit demands $15 billion in
damages, which exceeds the entire
market cap of The New York Times
Company, and claims Trump is
leading an effort to “restore integrity to
journalism.”

The suit is the latest example of

what First Amendment experts have
described as a presidential strategy
to silence critical news coverage and
curb free speech by filing nuisance
lawsuits.

While the Times immediately
signaled that it would fight the suit,
the Committee to Protect Journalists
observed that “these types of
defamation suits send a chilling
message and can entangle news
media in time-consuming and costly
legal processes.” The defamation suit
against The Times also names book
publisher Penguin Random House
and four Times reporters, two of
whom wrote a book for Penguin, titled
“Lucky Loser: How Donald Trump
Squandered His Father’s Fortune and
Created the Illusion of Success.”

The 85-page suit reads at times like a
pro-Trump op-ed, with page after page
of gushing praise for the president and
repeated references to lawsuits he

has filed against other media outlets.
Media lawyers immediately expressed
skepticism about Trump’s chances of
prevailing,.

“This lawsuit has no merit,” The Times
said in a statement. “It lacks any
legitimate legal claims and instead is
an attempit to stifle and discourage
independent reporting. The New
York Times will not be deterred by
intimidation tactics. We will continue
to pursue the facts without fear or
favor.”

The president trumpeted the filing

of the suit in a Truth Social post late
Monday night. He accused the Times
— a publication that he both covets
and often criticizes — of making false
statements about him, his family and
his businesses. He called the filing

of the suit in federal court in Tampa,
Florida, a “great honor.” CNN reviewed
a copy of the lawsuit but could not
immediately confirm that it had been
received by the court.

“The New York Times has been
allowed to freely lie, smear, and

defame me for far too long, and

that stops, NOW!” he added, while
singling out the Times’ endorsement
of Kamala Harris during the 2024
presidential election.

Endorsing someone else for
president does not qualify as an act
of defamation, however, and Trump’s
legal team will have a hard time
proving the charges leveled in the
lawsuit. To win a libel lawsuit, public
figures like Trump must show “actual
malice,” meaning the defendants
knew the statements were false or
acted with reckless disregard for
their truth.

Media analysts have asserted that
Trump’s real intent, with some of his
lawsuits, is to garner PR and publicly
embarrass news outlets, with winning
or losing in court being a secondary
consideration at best.Floyd Abrams,
one of the country’s most renowned
First Amendment attorneys in the
past 50 years, told CNN that “the

suit is ridiculous as a matter of law
but extraordinarily dangerous as a
matter of national policy.

“It threatens core First Amendment
principles in a manner unique in our
history,” Abrams said.

The Times is certainly well-prepared
for a legal tussle with Trump. The
publication has rebuffed his legal
threats many times, including as
recently as last week. And Times
publisher A.G. Sulzberger has spent
the past year drawing attention

to what he calls the “anti-press
playbook” being deployed by
“aspiring strongmen” around the
world.

On Monday evening, a few hours
before Trump announced the lawsuit,
Sulzberger said in a speech that

part of the playbook is to “exploit

the civil courts to impose financial
pressure” and “punish independent
journalists.” Sulzberger addressed
the Investigative Reporters & Editors’
50th anniversary gala in New York
City and urged the other “media
leaders” in attendance to “stand up
for your journalism. Stand up for your
journalists. Stand up for your rights.”

The president’s filing against The
Times cited previous examples of
suits brought by Trump’s lawyers
against Disney’s ABC News and
Paramount Global’s CBS News,

which resulted in multimillion-dollar
settlements by both companies, much
to the chagrin of other media outlets.

Journalism advocacy groups warned

that by settling, rather than defending
themselves against Trump in court,
ABC and CBS were emboldening
Trump to keep up his legal campaign.

Trump is also currently suing The
Wall Street Journal and reporters

who wrote a story about a collection
of letters gifted to Jeffrey Epstein.

A spokesperson for Dow Jones, the
Journal’s parent company, said “we
have full confidence in the rigor and
accuracy of our reporting, and will
vigorously defend against any lawsuit.”

ELI LILLY TO BUILD
$5 BILLION DRUG
MANUFACTURING
PLANT IN VIRGINIA

Eli Lilly, the nation’s biggest
drugmaker, announced plans for

a 650-employee facility outside
Richmond, part of a long-term goal to
boost domestic manufacturing,

RICHMOND — Pharmaceutical giant
Eli Lilly said it will build a $5 billion
manufacturing plant outside Virginia’s
capital city as part of its plans to make
more of the key raw ingredients for

its medicines in the United States.

The Indianapolis-based company,

by far the largest U.S. drugmaker

by stock-market value, will use the
plant in rural Goochland County to
make artificial antibodies designed

to stimulate the immune system, as
well as for new kinds of cancer and
autoimmune drugs it is developing,.
The company said the plant will take
five years to build, creating 1,800
construction jobs and 650 highly
skilled positions such as engineers,
scientists and lab technicians. Only

a small number of employees are
expected to be relocated from existing
Eli Lilly sites.

“Lilly is one of the world’s great
innovators, and I want to thank them
for this significant commitment to
Virginia,” Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R)
said in a news release. He hailed

the project as “strengthening our
economy, securing America’s critical
pharmaceutical supply chain, and
positioning Virginia to lead in the
industries that will drive innovation for
generations to come.”

The Virginia plant is one of four the
company intends to build as part of

a $50 billion investment in domestic
manufacturing as it seeks to exercise
more control over the ingredients it
relies on to produce its medicines,
such as its marquee diabetes

and obesity drugs, Mounjaro and
Zepbound. This was the first of the four
locations to be announced. Youngkin
and company officials broke the news
Tuesday morning.

“Our investment in Virginia is about
more than bricks and mortar,” Dave
Ricks, Eli Lilly’s CEQO, said during the
news conference. “It’s about creating
opportunities here at home in the
United States, strengthening our
country’s ability to make our own
medicines.”

Youngkin hailed the project as
monumental for Virginia.

“We want to deliver that lifesaving
therapy, that lifesaving opportunity,
faster than you could possibly ever
believe now,” he said.

Construction activity on the site will
begin quickly, Ricks said, and full-time
hiring will “evolve over the coming
year or two.”

Virginia has spent years nurturing

a pharmaceutical manufacturing
base, much of it concentrated south

of Richmond in the city of Petersburg
and in conjunction with the medical
school at Virginia Commonwealth
University. Youngkin has touted

the effort as key to diversifying the
region’s and state’s economy, as well as
creating a workforce trained in crucial
manufacturing skills.

Ricks said in an interview Monday that
the region has “a growing biopharma
ecosystem,” which he said would help
with recruiting. The Goochland site,
which is west of Richmond and next

to an interstate, had been prepared

for another construction project that
stopped. Ricks called it “the perfect
spot for us,” saying it allowed for faster
construction, “and speed is important.”
The Trump administration’s new tax
law, which in July extended corporate
tax cuts from his first term, also

helped make investing domestically
competitive with rates in other
countries, Ricks said in the interview.
The prospect of pharmaceutical
tariffs, however, did not factor into the
decision, he said.

The tariff policy “seems to change
week to week,” he said. “So we have
no way to rely on that information to
make any kind of capital investment
decision, especially for a site that
would be in existence for 20 to 30
years.”

Eli Lilly decided about five years ago to
curb its reliance on foreign suppliers
for raw ingredients, Ricks said. Many
American drugmakers get such
ingredients abroad, which has raised
national security worries that an event
such as a war or a pandemic could
leave them vulnerable to shortages.

But the timing also plays into the
Trump administration’s desire to

see more companies spend big
domestically. The White House

has a running tally of announced
investments, including Eli Lilly’s, on a
webpage it has named “The Trump
Effect.”

WORST OF

THE WORST:

ICE ARRESTS
MULTIPLE
CRIMINAL ILLEGAL
ALIENS WITH
CONVICTIONS FOR
SEXUAL OFFENSES
AGAINST
CHILDREN, DRUG
TRAFFICKERS, AND
OTHER VIOLENT
THUGS

WASHINGTON — Yesterday,

U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) law enforcement
officers arrested more worst of the
worst criminal illegal aliens across the
United States, including individuals
convicted of child sex crimes, drug
trafficking, and other violent crimes.
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“These illegal aliens are the definition
of the worst of the worst. From
pedophiles to drug traffickers, ICE is
arresting public safety threats and
getting them out of our communities,”
said a Senior DHS Spokesperson.
“Under President Trump and
Secretary Noem’s leadership, ICE is
taking decisive action to ensure these
offenders can no longer terrorize our
communities. Join ICE today to help us
remove the worst of the worst.”

Arrests include:

Alexandr Vladimirov Remorenko,

a criminal illegal alien from Russia,
convicted of rape of a person less
than 13 years old, involuntary deviate
sexual intercourse with a person

less than 16 years of age, aggravated
indecent assault of a person less than
13 years of age, sexual assault, contact/
communication with a minor for
sexual offenses, corruption of minors,
incest, and statutory sexual assault in
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.

Wilfran Osmanis Cruz-Mejia, a
criminal illegal alien from the
Dominican Republic, convicted

of assault to murder, assault and
battery, assault and battery with a
deadly weapon, larceny, distributing
cocaine, and illegal re-entry in Boston,
Massachusetts.

Victor Alexander Gonzalez-Gonzalez,
a criminal illegal alien from the
Dominican Republic, convicted of
conspiracy to possess with intent to
distribute heroin, cocaine, and fentanyl
in Boston, Massachusetts.

Newton Njuguna Githiri, a criminal
illegal alien from Kenya, convicted of
sexual abuse of a minor, a seven-year-
old little girl, and burglary in Jefferson
County, Alabama.

Roman Gonzalez-Flores, a criminal
illegal alien from Mexico, convicted

of burglary of habitation in Hidalgo
County, Texas.

All individuals are currently in ICE
custody and face removal proceedings
in accordance with U.S. immigration
law.

TRUMP
THREATENS TO
FEDERALIZE DC,
CALL A NATIONAL
EMERGENCY OVER
ICE DISPUTE

WASHINGTON - President Donald
Trump threatened to federalize
Washington, DC and call a national
emergency after the city’s Democratic
mayor, Muriel Bowser, said she

does not expect the Metropolitan
Police Department to work with ICE
on immigration enforcement after
Trump’s 30-day takeover ends.

The president said in a social media
post that if Bowser didn’t agree to
work with ICE, the consequences
would be dire, saying, “CRIME would
come roaring back.”

Trump signed an executive order on
Aug. 11 declaring a crime emergency
in Washington, invoking a section of
the federal Home Rule Act of 1973

that allows him to direct the district

to give his administration control of
the police department for 30 days.

His emergency takeover has since
expired. Bowser signed an executive
order on Sept. 2 requiring district
officials to coordinate with federal

law enforcement agencies “to the
maximum extent allowable by law
within,” listing off several federal
agencies such as the U.S. Marshals
Service and the FBI. Not included

on the list is U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement.

Bowser told reporters at a Sept. 10
press conference that the executive
order requires a return to the “pre-
emergency status quo.”

“Immigration enforcement is not what
MPD does. And with the end of the
emergency, it won’t be what MPD does
in the future,” she later added.

Trump blasted Bowser in an early
morning Sept. 156 Truth Social post.
“Mayor Muriel Bowser, who has
presided over this violent criminal
takeover of our Capital for years, has
informed the Federal Government that
the Metropolitan Police Department
will no longer cooperate with ICE in
removing and relocating dangerous
illegal aliens. If I allowed this to
happen, CRIME would come roaring
back. To the people and businesses

of Washington, D.C., DON'T WORRY,

I AM WITH YOU, AND WON'T

ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN. I'll call a
National Emergency, and Federalize, if
necessary!!!”” Trump has claimed that
his takeover has resulted in a safer DC.
“D.C. has gone from one of the most
dangerous and murder ridden cities
in the US.A., and even around the
World, to one of the safest - In just a few
weeks,” he wrote in the post.

Bowser has agreed that the increased
federal presence has helped reduce
the number of homicides, carjackings
and gun crimes. However, violent crime
in the city was already down by 26%
from 2024 when Trump announced
his takeover. Maintaining a federalized
police force beyond 30 days requires
action from Congress. House Speaker
Mike Johnson has said he won’t work to
extend the deadline.

RELIGIOUS
AMERICANS ARE
DIVIDED OVER
CHARLIE KIRK. BUT
THEY ALL AGREE
ON THIS.

Many on the evangelical right view
Kirk as a martyr, while other faith
groups criticized his politics. All
denounced further violence.
NASHVILLE - Leigh-Allyn Baker rallied
her fellow parishioners at Conduit
Church in Franklin, Tennessee, 20
miles south of the capital, to not let
Charlie Kirk’s death be in vain.

In a video the church played for a
service Sept. 14, Baker encouraged the
audience to speak more boldly and
publicly for their conservative values
than ever before.

“I know there’s an ember of courage
in all of you. And I want you to let
Charlie’s legacy fan that flame,” Baker,
an actress and speaker with Turning
Point USA, the advocacy group Kirk
founded, said in the video. “And I

for one am not backing down. I am
charged; [ am so charged. Here  am
God - send me.” Baker is usually at
Conduit on Sundays, but this weekend
she was at church with Kirk’s longtime
collaborator pastor Rob McCoy,
Conduit pastor Darren Tyler said at
the service. McCoy, pastor emeritus

at Godspeak Calvary Chapel in
Thousand Oaks, California, is set to
speak at Conduit next week.

Kirk’s murder Sept. 10 swiftly
produced a range of responses among
religious communities. Many on the
evangelical Christian right see Kirk as
a martyr who died while proselytizing
for the Christian faith and religiously
informed conservative ideals. Other
nonwhite and non-evangelical faith
voices see his legacy as more complex
and polarizing. Conduit congregants
welcomed Baker’s video with whoops,
shouts and tears, signaling a shared
grief. Among those congregants, one
person wore a hat that said: read “Pray
hard, lift heavy, stay deadly.”

But Christians who are angry over
Kirk’s death cannot be violent or
retaliatory, Tyler said in his sermon.

“Some of you are angry. Some of you
want revenge,” Tyler said. “The Bible
speaks very clearly: ‘Vengeance is
mine, says the Lord,” Tyler said. “If
you're thinking about it, 'm rebuking
you right now. We do not make Jesus
king by force.” Tyler’s guidance is part
of a broader ecosystem of faith leaders
who, despite their radically different
views of Kirk and his legacy, pushed
back against retaliation and violence
as an appropriate response to the
shooting.

“Political violence is wrong. It might
not be un-American, given our history,
but it should be. This was an evil

act that will set the country back,

and Jesus weeps,” Nathan Empsall,

an Episcopal priest in New Haven,
Connecticut, said in a Sept. 12 post

on Substack. Empsall’s small church
offers classes on Christian resistance
to fascism and how to reject White
Christian nationalism as a perversion
of Christianity. Empsall said he wants
congregants to recognize that cheering
Kirk’s death perpetuates violence.

d for a Charlie Kirk candlelight vigil and prayers at the student i
11, 2025. Kirk, who founded Turning Point USA, was shot and

“Yes,  have long wanted Kirk’s voice

to diminish - but by disgrace or
conversion, never by violence. Jesus
loves Charlie Kirk because he loves

us all,” Empsall said. “He weeps for
both Kirk’s assassination and for Kirk’s
legacy of hatred and harm.” Kirk’s own
faith journey is partly why his death
stirred conversations among religious
groups.

In 2019, Kirk cofounded an evangelical
think tank out of Liberty University,
originally named the Falkirk Center,
combining Kirk’s name and that of
former Liberty president Jerry Falwell
Jr. Then, in 2021, Kirk and Rob McCoy,
pastor emeritus at Godspeak Calvary
Chapel in Thousand Oaks, California,
partnered to create TPUSA Faith to
develop and encourage a network
OFpastors to be more politically
involved and outspoken. McCoy, who
had traveled with Kirk to South Korea
days before Kirk’s assassination, said
in the service Sept. 14 that the shooting
was a reminder for pastors to further
the mission of TPUSA Faith.

“These kids are looking for somebody
to lead them,” McCoy said in a sermon,
according to a recording. “If you say
‘T don’t do politics because politics is
dirty, youre agnostic and you need to
repent. If you’re more concerned about
the fear of man than the fear of God ...
come on, we’ve got work to do. Roll up
your sleeves.”

Kirk’s legacy resonant among White
evangelicals, but pushback from Black
faith leaders

McCoy and Kirk’s more ardent
Christian nationalist view of religion
and politics isn’t popular across the
entire religious right, though Kirk’s
death has been more widely resonant.

“Christians are rightly grateful for
Charlie Kirk’s public witness to Christ
and for his courageous defense of

the dignity of the unborn and a host

of other moral issues,” leaders of

the Southern Baptist Convention,

the nation’s largest Protestant
denomination, said in a statement Sept.
13. “We rightly appreciate the profound
impact Charlie Kirk has had on our
young people, inspiring them to live
with bold conviction and take righteous
action.”

The statement called for justice but
added: “We pray for an end to political
violence in any form. We condemn any
retaliatory violence.”

Other Baptist pastors viewed the SBC
statement as problematic, calling it

a wholesale endorsement of Kirk’s
polarizing politics.

“The gap between Black and White
evangelicals surrounding this issue
is widening,” Texas pastor Dwight
McKissic said in a social media

post Sept. 13. “THE SBC unqualified
endorsement of Charlie Kirk will and
already has set race relations back
to the 50s. Really unwise move on
the part of the all White entity hea
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Before McKissic’s historically Black
congregation left the SBC, he was an
active voice when the Nashville-based
organization debated issues of race

he pushed the convention to denounce
the Confederate battle flag and the alt-
right, for example.

Further illustrating this gap, Virginia
pastor Howard John-Wesley went

over the weekend with a sermon that
condemned Kirk’s murder but warned
against casting Kirk as an American
hero. He called the Trump ally an
“unapologetic racist” whose followers
had “selective outrage” because

they failed to roundly criticize the
assassination of Melissa Hortman, the
Minnesota House speaker, earlier in
2025.

“There is nowhere in the Bible where
we are taught to honor evil, and how
you die does not redeem how you
lived,” John-Wesley said. “You don’t
become a hero in death when you are
a weapon of the enemy in life. I can
abhor the violence that took your life,
but I don’t have to celebrate how you
chose to live.”

Non-evangelical voices respond

Other faith communities’ are
responding to Kirk’s death, often
reflecting the emotionally charged
nature of the past week. ds.”

Steve Goldberg, a retired educator
from Clifton, New Jersey, who attends
an Orthodox Jewish synagogue, said
he viewed the murder not just as a
political assassination but an attack

on religion too. “The man was deeply
religious. He loved Jesus and spoke
about religion all the time,” Goldberg
said. He said he appreciated that Kirk
praised the idea of the Jewish Sabbath
and even wrote a book about the topic.
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints took a more cautionary
posture in a statement Sept. 10, one that
emphasized the need for less political
violence.

“We condemn violence and lawless
behavior,” spokesperson Doug
Andersen said in the statement. “We
also pray that we may treat one another
with greater kindness, compassion and
goodness.”

How to attend Charlie Kirk’s memorial
service in Arizona

Don’t ‘criminalize free speech, Justice
Sotomayor says after Bondi hate
speech vow Suspect charged in Charlie
Kirk’s killing, prosecutors to seek
death penaltyln wake of Charlie Kirk
shooting, see how political violence has
increased in past year Washington Post
opinion columnist Karen Attiah says
she was fired over Charlie Kirk posts
‘Mass chaos™ How the shooting of
Charlie Kirk and the race to catch his
assassin unfolded

Multiple people lose jobs after

posts, comments about Charlie Kirk
assassination

Here’s what we know about Tyler
Robinson, the suspect in Charlie Kirk’s
murder

OHIO
REPRESENTATIVES
LOOK TO
STRENGTHEN
PENALTIES FOR
POLITICAL VIOLENCE

What You Need To Know

Two Ohio Representatives have
introduced legislation targeting
political violence

Representatives Jack Daniels, R- New
Franklin, and Josh Williams, R-Sylvania
Township, introduced the legislation

Provisions included with the legislation
include elevating politically motivated
murder to aggravated murder,
carrying a mandatory sentence of

life without parole and making the
crime eligible for the death penalty
Representatives Jack Daniels, R- New
Franklin, and Josh Williams, R-Sylvania
Township, introduced the legislation,
which looks to strengthen Ohio’s hate
crime statutes by enhancing penalties
for politically motivated violence.

“My thoughts and prayers are with
the Kirk and Hortman families and
any person who has fell victim to
political violence. Political violence is
unacceptable in all circumstances-
whether directed at elected officials,
staff, journalists or activists peacefully
exercising their First Amendment
rights,” said Rep. Daniels. “This bill
sends a clear message: Violence has
no place in our politics.”

Provisions included with the legislation
include elevating politically motivated
murder to aggravated murder,
carrying a mandatory sentence of life
without parole and making the crime
eligible for the death penalty. The
legislation also establishes a political
motivation specification that can be
indicted and added to any violent
felony. This will require a mandatory
maximum sentence for the underlying
offense and a 10-year mandatory
sentence on the specification.

“We must honor Charlie’s memory

not with silence, but with action,” said
Rep. Williams. “Violence based on
political beliefs is a direct threat to

our democracy, and this legislation
ensures that such violence is punished
to the fullest extent of the law.”

The bill does not yet have a number or
committee assignment.

“MEDIEVAL"
CONVERSION
THERAPY STILL
THRIVING IN OHIO
AS POLITICAL
RETICENCE BLOCKS
BAN

Ohio remains one of the worst states
in America for the widely discredited
practice of conversion therapy, with
over 70 providers still offering the
harmful treatments that claim to
change someone’s sexual orientation
or gender identity.

That fact, and one legislator’s push to
outlaw the practice, was a hot topic of
discussion Tuesday on the Today in
Ohio podcast.

“Ohio is among the top five states
where conversion therapy is still being

¥ practiced with more than 70 providers

actively offering it. So it’s happening
here. This isn’t just something that’s
kind of being blown out of proportion,”
said Leila Atassi.

i The discussion took a fiery turn when

examining why such a ban - which

i should be common sense given

that conversion therapy has been
condemned by every major medical
and psychiatric organization - faces
such steep political obstacles in the
Republican-controlled Ohio legislature.

“When you look at the practice of
conversion therapy, it is medieval...
but you just have to say the word
‘transgender and it brings out all of
the crazies on the far right,” Atassi
continued, highlighting how even
basic protections for LGBTQ+ Ohioans
become lightning rods for political
extremism.

Atassi said many Republican
lawmakers privately support the ban
but won’t say so publicly. They don’t
want to be viewed as going against
their party.

The conversation highlights a troubling

reality in Ohio politics: practices

that harm vulnerable people can
continue not because lawmakers
believe they’re beneficial, but because

political cowardice prevents them from

standing up to extremists within their
own party.

Cuyahoga County recently became the
first county in Ohio to ban conversion
therapy for minors and vulnerable
adults, joining 13 Ohio cities that have
already taken this step. But a statewide
ban would offer much broader
protection - if only lawmakers would
put human welfare above political
posturing.

State Sen, Nickie Antonio knows

she’s fighting an uphill battle. But as
the podcast discussion made clear,
continuing to shine a light on this issue
is essential to building momentum
toward eventual change.

CLEVELAND FIRE
CHIEF BENCHED
AFTER CARTOON
POST ON CHARLIE
KIRK'S DEATH

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Cleveland

Fire Chief Anthony Luke is on paid
leave pending an investigation after
he reposted a political cartoon

that criticized Charlie Kirk and
Republicans, just two days after Kirk
was shot and killed in Utah.

Luke’s now-deleted post, which was
made on Friday and stayed up until
Monday night, criticized Republicans
and suggested conservatives were
responsible for gun deaths. It also
included a quote from Kirk defending
the Second amendment. Kirk, the
3l-year-old co-founder of Turning
Point USA, was fatally shot on the
campus of Utah Valley University on
Wednesday afternoon. Tyler James
Robinson, 22, of Washington, Utah,
has been arrested on suspicion of
aggravated murder and other charges.

The fire chief had reposted a video
from Slyngstad Cartoons on Facebook.
It shows an elephant, dressed in a
white robe and standing beside a giant
golden assault rifle atop an altar. On
the stairs leading up are seven people
shot dead. The elephant shouts to the
crowd: “Bring out the next sacrifice!l”
Elephants in suits surround the altar,
bowing down to the rifle.

Above the cartoon is a direct quote
from Kirk: “I think it’s worth it to have a
cost of, unfortunately, a few gun deaths
every single year so that we can have
the 2nd amendment.”

Kirk’s quote from 2023 had resurfaced
and has been widely used to criticize
him after his death.

In a statement Tuesday, Mayor Justin
Bibb denounced Luke’s post. He said
while he supports free speech, the
fire chief’s post “romanticized gun
violence” in a city that is often plagued
by it. He said a public safety leader is
supposed to be a “standard-bearer”
for the city. Chief Luke’s post crossed
the line,” Bibb said. “It was insensitive,
it was incendiary, and it did not reflect
the values of compassion, unity, and
safety that I strive to stand for - and
that every public safety leader in this
city should embody. We should never
glorify violence; we should confront
it, heal from it, and work tirelessly to
prevent its next occurrence.”

Since Kirk’s death there has been an
uproar of politically polarized posts
on social media. Some liberal-leaning
posters on social media have criticized
Kirk or even made light of his death.
Some conservatives have blamed
liberals saying their rhetoric led to
Kirk’s death.

Both Fairview Park City Council
President Michael Kilbane and
Munroe Falls City Councilman John
Impellizzeri have resigned after posts
they made about Kirk led to backlash.
The fire chief is among a handful of
Cleveland employees whose social
media posts about Kirk have been
under review.

As of Tuesday, the posts of two
firefighters and two EMS employees
about Kirk were also being
investigated. They will remain on the
job while that investigation plays out,
spokesman Jamil Hairston said.
While Luke has deleted the cartoon
criticizing Kirk from his Facebook
page, he seemed to double down on
his comments with a new Facebook
post Monday night. He also shared a
video from Sandy Hook Promise, a
nonprofit formed to protect children
from gun violence.

“Since folks obviously missed this one
before here’s a repost,” Luke wrote.
“m American. [ own firearms. I believe
the Republican stance and actions

on reasonable gun regulations are
inhuman and immoral. Why - watch.”
That post was still online as of 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday.

Bibb appointed Luke, a 32-year
department veteran, as fire chief in
November 2022.

The mayor appoints the fire chief, who
is not part of the firefighters’ union. But
Andrew Geronimo, a Case Western
Reserve University Law professor who
runs the First Amendment Law Clinic,
said it’s unlikely the city could fire Luke
and have that discipline hold up in
court.

“I do think that it is very possible

that they would get sued if they

were to punish him for reposting a
political cartoon,” Geronimo said in

an interview before Luke had been
placed on paid leave. “And [ would
guess that they might even be found to
have violated the First Amendment for
that”

Geronimo later said it was unlikely that
Luke could bring a lawsuit if he were
eventually restored to normal duties.
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But if discipline went further, Geronimo
maintained that the city could face a
First Amendment lawsuit.

Geronimo said free-speech cases
depend heavily on the facts of each
case, but government employees
generally have protections so long as
their speech doesn’t interfere with their
jobs.

For example, a police officer or
firefighter speaking in uniform would
be judged differently than a city
accountant posting on social media

off the clock. The exception is when
employees who regularly deal with
the public and their comments suggest
bias that could undermine their work -
like saying they wouldn’t serve certain
people.

Public backlash alone isn’t enough

to justify punishment, Geronimo
added. Courts reject what’s known as
a “Heckler’s Veto,” which means the
government can’t silence someone just
because others dislike what they say.
Geronimo said that even an at-will
employee, who can be fired for nearly
any reason, can’t be fired because they
exercised their free speech rights.
Cleveland has been through this issue
before.

Cleveland police Capt. Johnny Hamm
received a 10-day suspension in 2025
for comments he made online about
the November 2012 police chase that
led officers to fire 137 bullets and Kkill
Timothy Russell and Malissa Williams.
Hamm sued the city. And a federal
judge ruled that Hamm’s post was
constitutionally protected speech.
Luke is one of many people across the
country who have faced backlash for
their criticism of Kirk after his death.
The Associated Press reports that
somGeronimo said this “is like the shoe
on the other foot of cancel culture.”
Many conservatives had preached

the value of free speech when they
were being attacked for other matters,
Geronimo said, but are now attacking
anyone who criticized Kirk.

He said the “people currently calling
for blood” wouldn’t find it acceptable

if this were happening four years ago,
and they were attacked for posting
something online.

OHIO GOP
LAWMAKER CALLS
FOR NATIONAL
GUARD DEPLOYMENT
TO CLEVELAND

GOP Rep. Max Miller (Ohio) on
Monday urged Gov. Mike DeWine

(R) to deploy soldiers from the state’s
National Guard to Cleveland in an
effort to crack down on crime.

Miller cited President Trump’s
deployment of several National Guard
members in Washington, D.C., from
surrounding states as proof that boots
on the ground helps to reduce local
crime.

“Some will argue that bringing in

the National Guard is an extreme
measure. [ would argue that allowing
lawlessness to continue unchecked is
far more extreme. The safety of our
citizens is not negotiable,” Miller wrote
in a “If parents are afraid to let their
children play outside, if shop owners
fear opening their doors, if commuters
dread walking to their cars at night,
then we have already failed them. It’s
time for action,” he continued.

The Ohio lawmaker said unlawful
activity in the city has steadily
increased since 2023, when 6,100
violent crimes were recorded.
Cleveland currently ranks seventh

for homicide nationwide, with 30
homicides per 100,000 residents
recorded last year, according to federal
data.

City leaders recorded 46 murders in
the first six months of 2025.

“Allowing the situation to worsen is

a dereliction of our responsibility as
lawmakers to protect the law-abiding
public,” Miller said. “We cannot allow
violent repeat offenders, kept on the
streets because city officials refuse

to incarcerate them, to claim more
innocent lives, such as that of Iryna
Zarutska in Charlotte, North Carolina,
last month.”

Last week, DeWine announced

Ohio National Guard members

would remain in the District through
November. Days later, President Trump
said soldiers would be on the ground
in Tennessee as he established the
Memphis Safe Task Force following
the recent federal law enforcement
crackdown in DC.

Miller says Cleveland deserves the
same support.

“The people of Cleveland deserve to
feel safe again. They deserve to live
without fear. The people I represent
should be able to go to a Guardians,
Browns or Cavs game without fearing
for their lives. There is no higher duty
of government than this,” Miller wrote.

WHAT IS THE BEST
GROCERY STORE IN
Us?

The grocery store that reigned
supreme across the recent 10Best
studies was The Fresh Market. Here’s
what the writers had to say about it:
“The original Fresh Market was
inspired by the food markets of Europe
- a place where shoppers could have

a more intimate and personalized
experience than the warehouse-style
supermarkets of the time. The Fresh
Market now operates 166 locations in
22 states with a focus on fresh produce
and private label items.” In addition to
topping the overall list, Fresh Market
also ranked No. 1 for 10Best’s grocery
store bakery, grocery store deli,
grocery store for produce, and grocery
store for prepared food lists.

Here is the full list of the 10Best grocery
stores:

The Fresh Market - Hy-Vee - Fresh
Thyme Market - Natural Grocers - Stew
Leonard’s - Gelson’s Market - ALDI -
Heinen’s Grocery Store - Publix Super
Markets - Wegmans Food Markets

ICE RECEIVES MORE
THAN 150,000
APPLICATIONS

TO JOIN ICE LAW
ENFORCEMENT

TO HELP REMOVE
WORST OF THE
WORST CRIMINAL
ILLEGAL ALIENS
FROM U.S.

ICE made
more than
18,000
tentative
job offers
to patriotic
Americans
who want
to help
remove
murderers,

JOIN ICE TODAY

gang members, pedophiles,
terrorists, and rapists from the U.S.
WASHINGTON - The Department

of Homeland Security (DHS) today
announced Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) received more
than 150,000 applications from
Americans who want to join U.S.
(ICE) to help arrest and remove the
worst of the worst criminal illegal
aliens from America’s streets. ICE
has extended more than 18,000
tentative job offers. ICE is offering

a robust package of federal law
enforcement incentives. A maximum
$50,000 signing bonus - Student loan
repayment and more.

HOW CHINA IS
WEATHERING THE
TRADE WAR WITH
TRUMP

Tariffs triggered a plunge in China’s
exports to the United States, but its
global trade surplus is larger because
sales to other regions are surging.

The trade war this year between China
and the United States started with a
bang, a fast-and-furious escalation of
tariffs to astronomical levels. In the
ensuing months, both countries showed
a willingness to pull back and not shut
down trade between the world’s largest
economies.

But they have made little discernible
progress in resolving their differences
on trade. On Monday, after a fourth
round of talks, U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said that the two sides
would talk about trade again in about
a month.

While other countries have scrambled
to meet President Trump’s demands to
strike deals for reduced tariffs, China
has kept to its own timetable. The trade
impasse with the United States has
exacted a price - mainly from a sharp
drop-off in exports to America. Here

is how Beijing is trying to weather the
standoff while doing what it can to
avoid blinking first.

China’s exports to the U.S. plunge, but
surge everywhere else.

China’s exports to the United States

are down about 15 percent so far this
year. But that has not slowed its export
machine. The country’s trade surplus
with the world came within a whisker
of $1 trillion last year, as its exports
exceeded its imports on a scale seldom
seen except around the time of the

two world wars. Despite U.S. tariffs, this
year’s surplus for China is on track to
be even bigger.

This year, through August, China’s
trade surplus widened to $785.8
billion from $612.6 billion a year ago.
Its surplus with countries across
Southeast Asia, Africa, Latin America
and Europe has climbed rapidly.
China’s electric vehicle brands are
storming new markets in Europe and
Southeast Asia, while sales of heavily
discounted Chinese solar panels are
booming in Africa.

Some of the excess that China exports
to other countries winds up in the
United States, although the Trump
administration is vowing to crack down
on that trade.

China has managed to avert the
steepest tariffs threatened by President
Trump - up to 145 percent at one point.
But goods from China’s manufacturers
are still subject to a minimum tax of

30 percent in addition to other duties,
pushing the actual rate on many
Chinese imports significantly higher.
For China, its strategy was years in

the making. It has invested in building
infrastructure across the developing

world for over a decade. The money
has helped China establish economic
ties and exert influence in regions that
are now becoming increasingly crucial
as it seeks to redirect trade from the
United States to the rest of the world.

By continuing to sell more goods
overseas, China has been able to

keep its economy growing. That is
attributable not just to the exports
themselves, but sizable investments in
new factories to manufacture goods to
sell abroad.

China tries to keep a lid on its
economic weakness at home.

China’s export surge is masking
weakness in other parts of its economy:.
A persistent real estate downturn

has wreaked havoc on the economy.
Consumers are spending less, while
joblessness among young people
remains a major problem. China is also
dealing with a stubborn deflationary
spiral, spurred by overproduction

in key industries and price wars.
Policymakers have taken steps to shore
up its domestic economy, but so far
results are mixed.

While that might ratchet up the
pressure to cave to U.S. demands,
China’s ability to tightly control the
media and the internet has allowed it to
prevent unfettered conversation about
the toll inflicted by the trade war.

On Monday, China announced that
retail spending and factory output

in August fell short of economists’
expectations, in a sign that economic
activity was slowing sharply. The
sluggishness also suggests that Beijing’s
efforts to stimulate the economy with
low interest rates, easing home buying
rules and subsidies for consumer
products may not be enough if it wants
to hit its annual economic growth target
of b percent.

China finds points of leverage.

In any negotiation, both parties need

to understand what is at stake. For
China, the United States remains the
biggest and most prosperous consumer
market. Its companies risk losing
customers in America because of the
tariffs.

But over the last few months, China

has also made clear what the United
States risks by playing hardball with
Beijing. In April, shortly after Mr. Trump
imposed heavy tariffs on China, China
retaliated by suspending exports of
rare earth metals and magnets to the
United States.

The magnets are essential for
assembling everything from cars

and drones to manufacturing robots
and missiles. China produces about

80 percent of the world’s rare earth
magnets and refines almost 100
percent of the critical minerals that
make the magnets more resistant to
heat.

In June, China agreed to resume
shipments of rare earths as part of
trade negotiations, but some American
companies continue to have trouble
obtaining adequate supplies. European
manufacturers have also had trouble
securing enough rare earth magnets as
Beijing has pressed for the European
Union to abandon tariffs on electric
cars from China. Beijing’s message has
been delivered: China has significant
leverage, too, and is not afraid to use

it. More recently, China has been
flexing its muscles by boycotting the
purchase of soybeans from the United
States. China buys roughly 60 percent
of the world’s soybeans, making it

an essential customer for America’s
soybean farmers. By halting purchases,
China has shown its displeasure for
Mr. Trump’s tariffs by inflicting pain on
farmers in the American Midwest.
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Average sales per retailer more than S420,000 per year.
More than $S27.500 in commissions on average per year.
Players winming prizes spend more in store.

ohaoclotiery. ooorm

1 [216) Fra-5580

LOT TERY.
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Liad El-Hayek, D.M.D

Emergencies

Most Insurances Accepted
» Dentures * Extractions
* Crowns-Bridges * Tooth Whitening
* Gum Treatments = Cosmetic Dentistry
* Implants

—
i

A

\\I'J.‘\_v

o \ Z Dentist
19680 Center Ridge Rd.

Rocky River, OH 44116
216-251-4474

v~ Vote November 4, 2025

x ¥ %

ELECT

Mawreen F.

Carr

North Olmsted »
City Council
Ward 4

PROUDLY ENDORSED BY

C.A.M.E.O.
Paid for by Friends of Maureen F. Carr

lL.averne

IR

» Mayor of Cleveland

EpXE]

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Laverne Gore
Norbit O'Brien, Treasurer
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BN, NOW OPEN!
COFFEE :
25780 Miles Rl Unit G, Bedford Heights, 0H 44146
615 Griswold Rl Suite B, Elyria, OH 44035
. JR 2260 W. MarketSL. Akron, O 44313
’ P2 1139 High M. New Piadolabia OH 4663
s i » 9 W. High Ave. New Philadelphia, ]
*FRANGCHISE FEE S sl 26625 Brookpark Ext, North Olmsted, OH 44070
2555 N. Ridge Rl Painesuille, 0H 44077
20609 Fairmount Blvl. Shaker Heights, OH 44118
B= 2 IFA 4015 Hills and Dales Rd. NW Canton, OH 44718
VET * FRAN  Top 50 Franchise 15344 Snow Rd. Brook Park, OH 44142
- 3464 Hutison Dr. Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221
COMING SOON 1617 Claremont Ave. Ashiand, OH 44805
= e 4531 Everhard R.NW North Canton, OH 44720
GRAFTON - Spring 2025 28940 Eucid Ave. Wickliffe, OH 44092
MEDINA - Spring 2025 922 W. Perkins Ave. Sandusky, 0H 44870

LAKE COUNTY - Summer 2025 BIGGBY. 35111 Center Ridye Rd. North Ridgeville, 0H 43039
AVON LAKE - Summer 2025 COFFEE 34500 Vine St. Eastiake, OH 43095
MIDDLEBURG HEIGHTS - Summer 2025 4100 E Lake Rd. Sheffield Lake, 0H 44054
CLEVELAND WESTSIDE- Summer 2025 | 821Cleveland St. Elyria, OH 43035
AVON - Summer 2025 L. 2280 Akron Rd. Wooster, OH 44691
WOODMERE - Summer 2025 o

v/ Vote November 4, 2025

ELECT

* k k Kk %

KEEGAN

\RADEFF

NORTH OLMSTED
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Paid for by Friends of Keegan Radeff

PROUDLY ENDORSED BY
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SPECIALS:

The Indoor Air Quality Expert

APCO Fresh Aire UV single
bulk tewo wears warranty
with install

$1399

APCO Fresh Ailre UV double
bulk Two years warranty
with install

31799

APCO Fresh Aire UV double

bulk three wears warranty

with install

CONTACT US
+1 216 600 5879 ext.2

APCO-X single bulb three budgethvacohic@grmail.coam

years warranty with install www. budgetohio.com

21949

APCO-X ULTRA single bulb
three years warranty with
install

$2499

V| Vote November 4, 2025 PROUDLY ENDORSED BY

TO ELECT

Mary Ellen Hemann

Rocky River Clerk of Court

ELECT

— MARY ELLEN —

HEMANN

* K * K* K
CLERK OF COURT

Serving the Communities of
Bay Village, Fairview Park, North Olmsted,

Rocky River and Westlake
LEARN MORE AT: maryellenhemann.com C.A.MLE.O. MEMBER SINCE 2013!

Paid for by Friends of Mary Ellen Hemann, Colleen Gallagher Treasurer
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By Jeannette Charara

Attention all
landlords and
agents: DRIVE

THRUS NEEDED!

: : ; 5610-5612 Harvard Ave, Cleveland, MULTIPLE DRIVE THRUS
16800 Brookpark Rd, Brook Park 2 i
An"uuimgmmwgm OH 44105 NEEDED THROUGHOUT OHIO

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT : St
ACROSS THE STREET FROM NEW BROWNS NEXT DOOR/FORMER PIZZA SHOP INCLUDED FOR A NATIONAL FRANCHISE!
STADIUM ONE APARTMENT UPSTAIRS
LIQUOR LICENSE INCLUDED uuoun NSE INCLUDED

ASKING $2,000,000

This November, vote to COMPLEX IMMIGRATION MATTERS
re-elect Judge Brian F. Hagan,
the C.A.M.E.O. endorsed MADE
candidate for Rocky River S M E
Municipal Court Judge! I P L ¢

Re-Elect

ROCKY RIVER MUNICIPAL COURT
* *x * * Brian F. * * x %

HAGAN

= JUDGE

* % %k WKk K Kk kK kK

Dedicated to helping people solve their

EXPERIENCED. END ORSED. PREFERRED. immigration issues. We bring deep knowledge B R OW N
Paid for by: Committee to Elect Brian F. Hagan, Brian P. Neitzel, 25000 Center Ridge Road, Suite 8, Westiake, OH 44145

of immigration law’s complexities, making the
process as simple and painless as possible. IMMIGRATION LAW

ere you want to @ BrownlmmLaw.com  216.861.4414

M) -

Cleveland American Middle East Organization
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ag,lis - @vonderleyen
What is happening in Gaza has shaken the conscience of
the world.

Man-made famine can never be a weapon of war. This
must stop.

EU aid to Gaza far outweighs that of any other partner.
But of course, Europe needs to do more.

Here are measures for a way forward |

1. Putting our bilateral support to Israel on hold,
without affecting civil sodiety or Yad Vashem.

2. New proposals on:
 Sanctions on extremist ministers and
violent settlers.
« Partial suspension of the Association
Agreement on trade-related matters.

3. Setting up a Palestine Donor Group including a
dedicated instrument for Gaza reconstruction.
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Ready to pursue your passion?

Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C*) will help you And a one-million-strong alumni network will be at
move forward with caring professors, supportive career your back as you move on to that dream job, that
coaches and transfer specialists to guide you every fouryear degree or whatever your next step in life is.

step of the way. So keep moving forward. Keep learning. Keep your

The College's short-term credentials, transfer degrees eye on the prize. Keep after that dream.
and job-ready programs will skill you up with the
knowledge to make your next move.

Tri-C* Where futures begin"

Cuyahoga

Community

Enroll now. College
. e
tri-c.edu | 216-987-6000 A
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Cleveland American Middle East Organization

C.A.M.E.O. Endorsements 2025
For the November Election

Bedford Hts council at large : Paul Bounds
= Berea city council ward 4 : Erika Coble
= Berea president of council : Daune Jaynes ( Dawn )
. Brunzwick city Mayor : Ron Falconi
= Brecksville/Broadview Hts school board: Noel Abou Mitri
. Cleveland Municipal Court: FTC:1/03/2026 : Khalila Lawson
=  Cleveland Municipal Court: FTC: 1/01/2026: In Son Loving
=  Cleveland Municipal Court : ending 1/1/2028:
Dual : Christopher Woodworth & Brett Horton
=  Cleveland Municipal Court Housing : Cheryl Wiltshire
. Cleveland City Council ward 1: Juanita Brent
- Cleveland City Council ward 5: Rebecca Maurer
= Cleveland City Council Ward 7: Mohamad Farraj
= Cleveland City Council Ward 8 : Stephanie Howse Jones
= Cleveland City Council Ward 10: Mike Polensek
=  Cleveland City Council Ward 11: Nikki Hudson
. Cleveland City Council Ward 12 : Danny Kelly
= Cleveland Hts Mayor: Davida Russell
. Fairview Park City Council ward 5: Bridget King
= Lakewood City Council at Large (3) : Tom Bullock & Angelina
Hamilton Steiner & Sarah Kepple
= Lakewood City Council ward 2 : Kyle Robinson
. Maple Hts city council district 7 : Travian Atkins
. Maple Hts. Council President : Lawrence Lane
=  North Olmsted City Council Ward 3: Terry Smith
. North Olmsted City Council Ward 4 : Maureen Carr
. North Olmsted Director of Finance: Keegan Radeff
=  North Olmsted City School Board : Mohamad Alhawasha
= Olmsted Falls City Council at Large : Megan Coy
. Parma City Council President : Vito Depiero
= Parma City Council Ward 1 : Monica Wilson
. Parma City Council Ward 4 : Kelly Zacharias
. Parma Cty Council Ward 6 : Kevin Kussmaul
. Parma City Council Ward 7 : Kammy Shuman
] Parma city Council Ward 8 : Amanda Boyd
= Parma City Council Ward 9 : Rob Euerle
= Parma School Board : Nick Reyes & Tammie Sabastian
- Parma Hts. Mayor : Marie Gallo
. Rocky River Municipal Court: Judge Brian Hagan
=  Rocky River Clerk of Courts : Mary Ellen Hemann
. Strongsville City Council at Large : Kelly Kosek
= University Hts council at Large : Vincent Stokes lI
. University Hts. Mayor : J Chauncey Hutton
=  Westlake City Council Ward 1: Monte Hamaoui
. Westlake City Council Ward 4: Michael Lamb
. Westlake City School Board: Mark Homyak
. Westlake City Mayor : Dennis Clough
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Thank You C.A.M.E.O.
for endorsing

BRETT
HORTON

FOR CLEVELAND
MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE

E 30 years practicing law—committed
to fairness and justice for all

E Lifelong Clevelander who
understands our city's challenges

E Mentor and tutor to Cleveland
youth for three decades

vI VOTE
FOR JUDGE OCT 7 - NOV 4, 2025

BrettHortonForJudge.com
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Mention code "Profile News Ohio”
d for exclusive event pricing!

440-672-1316

www.lavillachc.com

Weddings « Private Evenis - Corporate Events « Catering




