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The Trump Declaration for Enduring Peace and
Prosperity

We, the undersigned, welcome the truly historic
commitment and implementation by all parties to

the Trump Peace Agreement, ending more than two
years of profound suffering and loss - opening a new
chapter for the region defined by hope, security, and a
shared vision for peace and prosperity.

We support and stand behind President Trump’s
sincere efforts to end the war in Gaza and bring
lasting peace to the Middle East. Together, we will
implement this agreement in a manner that ensures
peace, security, stability, and opportunity for all
peoples of the region, including both Palestinians and Israelis.

We understand that lasting peace will be one in which both Palestinians and Israelis can prosper with their
fundamental human rights protected, their security guaranteed, and their dignity upheld.

We affirm that meaningful progress emerges through cooperation and sustained dialogue, and that strengthening
bonds among nations and peoples serves the enduring interests of regional and global peace and stability.

We recognize the deep historical and spiritual significance of this region to the faith communities whose roots are
intertwined with the land of the region - Christianity, Islam, and Judaism among them. Respect for these sacred
connections and the protection of their heritage sites shall remain paramount in our commitment to peaceful
coexistence.

We are united in our determination to dismantle extremism and radicalization in all its forms. No society can
flourish when violence and racism is normalized, or when radical ideologies threaten the fabric of civil life. We
commit to addressing the conditions that enable extremism and to promoting education, opportunity, and mutual
respect as foundations for lasting peace.
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ATTORMEYS AT LAW

Margaret W. Wong & Associates, a
leading immigration services law
firm with more than 140 years’
experience, has represented thou-
sands of employers and individuals : .
around the world since 1978. We tailor solutions to your unique immigration needs.
We fight for the best outcomes with innovative strategies. We guide clients

through complex immigration law that requires thorough, prompt and professional
response.
s Jads dgeil slas 216-566-9908 Services: [w]

* Green Card
* Non-Immigrant Visa E
* Criminal Alien Issues

* Family Immigration

* Federal Litigation

* Citizenship & Naturalization

www.imwong.com
info@imwong.com
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05 | about Gaza peace

" process, but also realistic,’
Portugal’s foreign
minister tells Arab News

SpecialInterview

Portugal’s Foreign Minister Paulo
Rangel has praised the Trump
administration’s success in
brokering a ceasefire between
Israel and Hamais, ...

: Mayor Bibb and Haslam
06 Sports Group reach
* historic $100M agreement
for the residents of the
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Mayor Justin M. Bibb and the
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We hereby commiit to the resolution
of future disputes through diplomatic
engagement and negotiation rather
than through force or protracted
conflict. We acknowledge that the

Middle East cannot endure a persistent

cycle of prolonged warfare, stalled
negotiations, or the fragmentary,
incomplete, or selective application
of successfully negotiated terms. The
tragedies witnessed over the past two

years must serve as an urgent reminder

that future generations deserve better
than the failures of the past.

We seek tolerance, dignity, and equal

opportunity for every person, ensuring

this region is a place where all can
pursue their aspirations in peace,
security, and economic prosperity,
regardless of race, faith, or ethnicity.

We pursue a comprehensive vision
of peace, security, and shared
prosperity in the region, grounded in
the principles of mutual respect and
shared destiny.

In this spirit, we welcome the
progress achieved in establishing
comprehensive and durable peace
arrangements in the Gaza Strip, as
well as the friendly and mutually
beneficial relationship between Israel
and its regional neighbors. We pledge
to work collectively to implement and

sustain this legacy, building institutional

foundations upon which future
generations may thrive together in
peace.

We commit ourselves to a future of
enduring peace.

Donald J. Trump

President of the United States of
America

Abdel Fattah EIl-Sisi

President of the Arab Republic of Egypt

Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani
Emir of the State of Qatar
Recep Tayyip Erdogan

President of the Republic of Turkiye

US to send 200
troops to Israel
to monitor Gaza
ceasefire

Up to 200 US troops already based
in the Middle East will be moved to
Israel to help monitor the ceasefire
in Gaza, according to US officials.

The US military will establish

a multinational taskforce in

Israel, known as a civil-military
coordination centre, which is
likely to include troops from Egypt,
Qatar, Turkey and the UAE, they
said.

One senior official said no US
forces will enter Gaza, adding that
the American role was to create

a Joint Control Center which will
“integrate” the multinational force
going in.

The Israeli government has

approved the first phase of a
Gaza deal with Hamas, which
has led to a ceasefire and the
release of hostages and prisoners.
The taskforce will be led by US
Central Command (Centcom)
based in the region, and is
intended to oversee the progress
of the ceasefire agreement

and also help coordinate
humanitarian assistance.

The multinational force will
inform both the Israelis and
Hamas via Egypt and Qatar of the
situation on the ground and any
potential violations of the truce,
one of the officials said.

The force is being established
under the leadership of Adm
Brad Cooper, head of Centcom.
He joined the American
delegation for part of indirect
talks in Egypt earlier this week,
one of the officials said.

Those talks led to US President
Donald Trump announcing on
Thursday that Israel and Hamas
had “signhed off on the first phase”
of a peace plan he unveiled last
week.

One of the point’s in Trump’s
20-point Gaza plan included

the US working with Arab and
international partners to develop
a temporary International
Stabilisation Force to immediately
deploy in Gaza but this is yet to
be agreed between the sides

and would only happen if a
hostage and prisoner exchange is
completed.

Israel launched the war in Gaza
in response to the Hamas attacks
on Israel on 7 October 2023,

in which about 1,200 people
were kKilled and 251 were taken
hostage.

Since then, Israel’s massive
military offensive has killed
more than 67,000 Palestinians in
Gaza, according to the territory’s
Hamas-run health ministry,
including more than 18,000
children. These figures are seen
as reliable by the UN and other
international bodies.

After Gaza

ceasefire, complex

issues remain
unresolved

Israel and Hamas moved ahead
on a key first step of the tenuous
Gaza ceasefire agreement on
Monday by freeing hostages and
prisoners, raising hopes that the
U.S.-brokered deal might lead to
a permanent end to the two-year
war that ravaged the Palestinian
territory.

But thornier issues such as
whether Hamas will disarm

and who will govern Gaza —
and the question of Palestinian
statehood — remain unresolved,
highlighting the fragility of an
agreement that for now only
pauses the deadliest conflict

in the history of Israel and the
Palestinians.

For Israelis, the release of the

20 remaining living hostages
brought elation and a sense of
closure to a war many felt they
were forced into by Hamas,
although many pledged to fight
on for the return of deceased
hostages still in Gaza. But with
the living hostages freed, the
urgency with which many were
driven to call for an end to the
war will likely diminish, easing
pressure on Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to advance
the next phases of the agreement.

Four deceased hostages were
returned to Israel on Monday,
and another 24 are supposed to
be turned over as part of the first
phase of the ceasefire, which also
requires Israel to allow a surge of
food and other humanitarian aid
into Gaza.

While there was an outburst

of joy in Gaza for prisoners
returning from Israel and hope
that the fighting may wind down
for good, the torment drags

on for war-weary Palestinians.
Gaza has been decimated by
Israeli bombardment; there is
little left of its prewar economy,
basic services are in disarray
and many homes have been
destroyed. It remains unclear
who will pay for reconstruction, a
process that could take years.

Israel says the deal achieves its
war objectives

U.S. President Donald Trump
traveled to the region to celebrate
the deal. In an address to Israel’s
parliament, he urged lawmakers
to seize a chance for broader
peace in the region. In Egypt, he
and other world leaders gathered
to set the trickier parts of the deal
into motion.

Netanyahu, who according to his
office did not join the meeting

in Egypt because of a Jewish
holiday, told parliament that he
was committed to the agreement,
saying it “ends the war by
achieving all our objectives.”
Israel had said it would not end
the war until all the hostages
were freed and Hamas was
defeated. Critics accused
Netanyahu of allowing the war
to drag on for political reasons,
which he denied.

The war began with Hamas’ Oct.
7, 2023, attack, when militants
killed 1,200 people and took

2b1 captives. Israel’s retaliatory
campaign killed more than
67,000 people, according to
Gaza’s Health Ministry. Its figures
are seen as a reliable estimate by
the U.N. and many independent
experts.

The war has rippled across

the Middle East, with conflict
erupting between Israel and the
Lebanese Hezbollah, Iranian-
backed rebels in Yemen and Iran
itself.

Israel is elated by the return of
the living hostages

Israelis watched with jubilation
in public screenings attended
by thousands as the 20 living
hostages, all male, reunited with
their families. Crowds broke into
cheers, as tears of joy streamed
down relieved faces.

“You are alive! Two arms and
two legs,” said Zvika Mor, upon
seeing his son Eitan for the first
time in two years.

When Bar Kupershtein was

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
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reunited with his family, his father,
Tal, who uses a wheelchair after a
car accident and stroke, fulfilled a
promise to himself by standing up
for a few minutes to embrace his
freed son.

Unlike previous releases, Hamas
held no ceremonies for the
captives before freeing them.
Instead, families received video
calls from masked militants who
allowed them a first glimpse at
their loved ones before they came
home.

The plight of the hostages had
widespread support in Israel,
where thousands would join
the families for weekly protests
demanding Israel secure their
release.

The fate of the hostages was a
central driver of a movement

in Israel to end the war. Many
Israelis viewed Netanyahu’s twin
goals of freeing the captives and
defeating Hamas as incompatible.

Israeli Defense Minister Israel
Katz said any delay by Hamas in
returning the remaining bodies
of deceased hostages would

be viewed as a violation of the
ceasefire deal.

Israel frees some 1,900 Palestinian

prisoners

Large crowds greeted freed
prisoners in Beitunia in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank and
in Khan Younis in Gaza. The
prisoners flashed V-for-victory
signs as they descended from
buses that took them either to the
West Bank, Gaza or into exile.

“Praise be to God, our Lord, who
has honored us with this release
and this joy,” said Mahmoud
Fayez, who was returned to Gaza
after being detained early last
year in an Israeli raid on the main
Shifa Hospital.

The prisoners include 250
people serving life sentences for
convictions in attacks on Israelis,
in addition to 1,700 seized from
Gaza during the war and held
without charge.

The fate of the prisoners is a
sensitive issue in Palestinian
society, where almost everyone
knows or is related to someone
who has been imprisoned by
Israel. They are viewed by
Palestinians as freedom fighters.

Trump celebrates the deal in
Israel and Egypt

In his Knesset speech, Trump told
Israeli lawmakers their country
must now work toward peace.

“Israel, with our help, has won all
that they can by force of arms,”
Trump said. “Now it is time to
translate these victories against
terrorists on the battlefield into
the ultimate prize of peace and
prosperity for the entire Middle
East.”

His speech was briefly
interrupted when two Knesset

members staged a protest and

were subsequently removed
from the chamber. One held up
a small sign reading, “Recognize
Palestine.”

In Egypt, President Abdel-Fattah
el-Sissi and Trump attended

a summit with leaders from
more than 20 countries on

the future of Gaza and the
broader Middle East. Palestinian
leader Mahmoud Abbas, who
administers parts of the West
Bank, also attended.

Despite Trump’s optimism, many
thorny issues remain

Among the most difficult

issues left to resolve is Israel’s
insistence that a weakened
Hamas disarm. Hamas refuses
to do that and wants to ensure
Israel pulls its troops completely
out of Gaza.

So far, the Israeli military has
withdrawn from much of Gaza
City, the southern city of Khan
Younis and other areas. Troops
remain in most of the southern
city of Rafah, towns of Gaza’s far
north, and along the length of
Gaza’s border with Israel.

The future governance of Gaza
remains unclear. Under the U.S.
plan, an international body will
govern the territory, overseeing
Palestinian technocrats running
day-to-day affairs. Hamas

has said Gaza’s government
should be worked out among
Palestinians.

The plan envisions an eventual
role for Abbas’ Palestinian
Authority — something
Netanyahu has long opposed —
but it requires the authority to
undergo reforms.

The plan calls for an Arab-led
international security force in
Gaza, along with Palestinian
police. Israeli forces would leave
areas as those forces deploy.
About 200 U.S. troops are in
Israel to monitor the ceasefire.

The plan also mentions the
possibility of a future Palestinian
state, another nonstarter for
Netanyahu.

US TO SEEK
SOLUTION IN
LEBANON AFTER
GAZA AGREEMENT

The Lebanese file will be activated
in the near future and will be

the next file after Gaza, Western
diplomatic sources said.

The sources added, in remarks
to al-Binaa newspaper, that “the

military, security and political
repercussions of the Gaza
agreement will not only affect
Lebanon but rather the entire
region.”

“U.S. diplomacy will work on
speeding up the solution in
Lebanon through intensive visits
by U.S. envoys,” the sources said,
adding that “U.S. envoy Morgan
Ortagus might visit Lebanon
after the new U.S. ambassador to
Lebanon, Michel Issa, assumes
his diplomatic mission.”

“Washington will seek to
reactivate the Mechanism’s work
and to press all parties to control
the border and implement

the November 27 ceasefire
agreement,” the sources added.

GAZA CEASEFIRE
OUTLOOK DARKENS
AS ISRAEL DELAYS
AID AND HAMAS
TIGHTENS GRIP

GAZA/JERUSALEM: Israel
delayed aid into Gaza and kept
the enclave’s border shut on
Tuesday, while re-emergent
Hamas fighters demonstrated
their grip by executing men in
the street, darkening the outlook
for US President Donald Trump’s
plan to end the war.

Three Israeli officials said Israel
had decided to restrict aid into
the shattered Gaza Strip and
delay plans to open the border
crossing to Egypt at least through
Wednesday, because Hamas had
been too slow to turn over bodies
of dead hostages. The militant
group has said locating the
bodies is difficult.

Meanwhile, Hamas has swiftly
reclaimed the streets of Gaza’s
urban areas, following the partial
withdrawal of Israeli troops last
week.

In a video circulated late on
Monday, Hamas fighters dragged
seven men with hands tied
behind their backs into a Gaza
City square, forced them to

their knees and shot them from
behind, as dozens of onlookers
watched from nearby shopfronts.

A Hamas source confirmed

that the video was filmed on
Monday and that Hamas fighters
participated in the executions.
Reuters was able to confirm the
location by visible geographic
features.

DELAY IN HANDING OVER
BODIES

Trump has given his blessing to
Hamas to reassert some control
of Gaza, at least temporarily.
Israeli officials, who say any final
settlement must permanently
disarm Hamas, have so far
refrained from commenting
publicly on the reemergence of
the group’s fighters.

On Monday the US president
proclaimed the “historic dawn

of a new Middle East” to Israel’s
parliament, as Israel and Hamas
were exchanging the last 20 living
Israeli hostages in Gaza for nearly
2,000 Palestinian detainees and
prisoners.

But so far, Hamas has handed over
only four coffins of dead hostages,
leaving at least 23 presumed dead
and one unaccounted for, still in
Gaza.

Aid trucks have yet to be permitted
to enter Gaza at the full anticipated
rate of hundreds per day, and plans
have yet to be implemented to open
the crossing to Egypt to let some
Gazans out, initially to evacuate the
wounded for medical treatment.

HAMAS RETURN DEMONSTRATES
HURDLES TO SETTLEMENT

The highly public return of

Hamas to control of Gaza’s

streets demonstrates the hurdles
to progressing from the initial
ceasefire — phase one of Trump’s
plan — to a permanent settlement
that would prevent a new eruption
of fighting.

Gaza residents said Hamas fighters
were increasingly visible on
Tuesday, deploying along routes
needed for aid deliveries.

Palestinian security sources said
dozens of people had been killed
in clashes between Hamas fighters
and rivals in recent days.

Meanwhile, Israeli drone fire killed
five people as they went to check
on houses in a suburb east of

Gaza City and an airstrike killed
one person and injured another
near Khan Younis, Gaza health
authorities said.

Hamas accused Israel of violating
the ceasefire. The Israeli military
said it had fired on people

who crossed truce lines and
approached its forces after
ignoring calls to turn back.

A summit co-hosted by Trump in
Egypt on Monday ended with no
public announcement of major
progress toward establishing an
international military force for
Gaza, or a new governing body.

HAMAS ASSERTS CONTROL

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has consistently
maintained that the war cannot
end until Hamas gives up its
weapons and ceases to control
Gaza, a demand that the fighters
have rejected, torpedoing all
previous peace efforts.

But Trump, having announced
that the war is now over, said
on Monday Hamas still had a
temporary green light to keep
order.

“They do want to stop the
problems, and they’ve been
open about it, and we gave them
approval for a period of time,” he
said.

Hamas sources told Reuters on
Tuesday the group would tolerate
no more violations of order in Gaza
and would target collaborators,
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armed looters and drug dealers.

The group, though greatly
weakened after two years of
pummelling Israeli bombardment
and ground incursions, has been
gradually reasserting itself since
the ceasefire took hold.

It has deployed hundreds of
workers to start rubble clearing
on key routes needed to access
damaged or destroyed housing
and to repair broken water pipes.
Road clearance and security
provision will also be needed for
increased aid delivery.

AID AND HOSTAGES

The ceasefire has stopped two
years of devastating warfare in
Gaza triggered by the October
7, 2023 attack in which Hamas-
led gunmen killed around 1,200
people and seized 251 hostages,
according to Israeli tallies.

Israel’s military campaign

in Gaza killed nearly 68,000
people according to local health
authorities, with thousands more
feared dead under the rubble.
Gaza’s Civil Defense Service said
250 bodies had been recovered
since the truce began.

Swathes of Gaza are in ruins and
the global hunger monitor said in
August there was famine in the
territory. Thousands of Gazans
have been returning to homes
since the ceasefire, many finding
whole streets bombed into dust.

UNICEF spokesperson Tess
Ingram said that while aid was
getting into Gaza with tents,
tarpaulin sheets, winter clothes,
family hygiene kits and other
critical items, she hoped for a
significant increase later this week.

UNEXPLODED
BOMBS POSE
‘ENORMOUS’ RISKS
IN GAZA, NGO
WARNS

JERUSALEM: Unexploded ordnance
in Gaza poses “enormous” risks for
displaced people returning home
during a US-led ceasefire, the NGO
Handicap International warned
Tuesday, calling for the entry of
equipment needed for demining.

“The risks are enormous — an
estimated 70,000 tons of explosives
have been dropped on Gaza” since
the start of the war, said Anne-
Claire Yaeesh, the organization’s
director for the Palestinian
territories.

Handicap International specializes
in mine clearance and assistance to
victims of anti-personnel mines.

Unexploded ordnance, ranging
from undetonated bombs or
grenades to simple bullets, has
become a common sight in the
Gaza Strip during the two years

of the war, sparked by Hamas’s
unprecedented attack on Israel on

October 7, 2023.

“The layers of rubble and levels of
accumulation are extremely high,”
Yaeesh said.

She warned that the risks are
aggravated by the “extremely
complex” nature of the
environment, due to the limited
space in densely populated urban
areas.

In January, the UN’s Mine Action
Service (UNMAS) estimated that
“b to 10 percent” of the munitions
fired on Gaza had not exploded.

Since then, fighting has continued,
with the Israeli army notably
launching a large-scale operation
in mid-September in Gaza City.

A ceasefire, the third since the
start of the war, came into effect on
Friday in the Gaza Strip.

Contacted by AFP, UNMAS said
that due to restrictions imposed
over the past two years, its teams
had “not been able to conduct
large-scale survey operations in
Gaza,” and the agency therefore
does not have “a comprehensive
picture of the (explosive ordnance)
threat in the Strip.”

- Explosive hazards on roads -

Nicholas Orr, a former UK military
deminer who worked in Gaza for
Handicap International, told AFP in
March that he was unable to obtain
permission to conduct bomb
disposal in Gaza, as Israeli aerial
surveillance could have mistaken
him for a militant attempting to
repurpose unexploded ordnance
into weapons.

UNMAS nonetheless stressed

that since the ceasefire came into
effect on October 10 requests for
technical expertise “have surged,”
and the agency has been called
upon for “a range of humanitarian
missions including to areas that
were previously inaccessible.”

In the coming days, “a large part of
the efforts will focus on ensuring
the safety of debris management
operations” and clearing rubble,
particularly along the roads used
by the thousands of displaced
people returning home.

While the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs said Monday that
humanitarian workers would
“assess key roads for explosive
hazards,” UNMAS stated that it
has “a limited number of armored
vehicles on the ground which
means that we can only conduct
a certain number of explosive
hazard assessments each day.”

The United Nations agency also
said it had not yet obtained
authorization from Israeli
authorities to bring in the
necessary equipment for the
destruction of unexploded
ordnance.

At the moment, UNMAS said it
had three armored vehicles “at
the border waiting to enter Gaza,
which will allow safer and larger-
scale operations.”

‘WE SHOULD BE
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT
GAZA PEACE
PROCESS, BUT
ALSO REALISTIC,’
PORTUGAL'S
FOREIGN MINISTER
TELLS ARAB NEWS

Specz’dﬁﬁférview

‘Be 6ﬁfﬁﬁisﬁc

about Gaza
peace process,
but also realistic’

o Saudi| c huge po

RIYADH: Portugal’s Foreign Minister
Paulo Rangel has praised the
Trump administration’s success

in brokering a ceasefire between
Israel and Hamas, calling the Gaza
peace deal a breakthrough that

has brought “huge progress on the
ground.”

Speaking to Arab News in Riyadh,
Rangel said the agreement, which
saw the release of hostages and
prisoners and a halt to two years
of bloodshed, represents a historic
turning point for the region and

a long-awaited opportunity to
relaunch peace efforts.

He cautioned, however, that the
truce remains fragile and will
require sustained international
support. “Every peace process is
always so fragile, so delicate,” he
said.

“We saw that the hostages were
released, the ceasefire is being
implemented. And, of course, there
will be difficulties because these
processes are very, very difficult.”

US President Donald Trump hailed
a “tremendous day for the Middle
East” on Monday as he and regional
leaders signed a declaration
cementing a Gaza ceasefire after
Israel and Hamas exchanged
hostages and prisoners.

Trump made a whirlwind visit

to Israel, praising Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, before flying
to Egypt for a summit in Sharm El-
Sheikh, where he and the leaders of
Egypt, Qatar, and Turkiye signed as
guarantors of the deal.

The agreement commits signatories
to pursue “comprehensive and
durable peace” in Gaza, though it
avoids mention of a one- or two-
state solution.

Under the plan, Hamas freed 20
surviving hostages in exchange
for 1,968 Palestinian prisoners.
However, the truce remains fragile.

Hamas has yet to disarm, Israel
has not pledged full withdrawal,
and Gaza’s humanitarian crisis
persists.

“The implementation of the Trump
plan is really a success. But we
have to be very realistic and at the
same time also optimistic,” said
Rangel.

“We are here today because
something happened last
weekend, and so we should not
now try to put very, very dark
clouds on the horizon. We should
really be optimistic, knowing that
every peace process is always so
fragile, so delicate that we cannot
give up in any case.”

Portugal formally recognized the
State of Palestine on Sept. 21 — a
move Rangel described as the
culmination of longstanding policy
and of the diplomatic momentum
created by the UN conference
co-chaired by Saudi Arabia and
France, which resulted in the New
York Declaration.

On the question of recognition
and the UN process, Rangel
highlighted the role played by the
international conference on the
two-state solution.

“We have worked closely to get a
strong declaration on the two-state
solution, together with France and
Saudi Arabia as co-chairs of this
movement,” he said. “And that led
Portugal to recognize Palestine.”

Asked whether Portugal’s
recognition of Palestine was

a tactical response to the
humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza
or a long-overdue fulfilment of
policy, Rangel was unequivocal
that recognition was rooted in
Portugal’s consistent external
policy.

“This was decided in the
framework of this conference that
was held under the UN umbrella,
co-chaired by France and Saudi
Arabia. But this represents

the long way that Portugal has
developed across the last 50 years.

“We were always very much in
favor of the two-state solution.
This is a constant of Portuguese
external policy.”

Rangel said the timing reflected

a sense of urgency. “We moved
forward because we were very
aware that with the conflict in
Gaza, with the developments in the
West Bank, that even the idea of a
new Palestinian state was at risk.
Was at stake.

“And so to make a recognition was
the only manner to show that we
have to defend this idea because
it’s the only solution for this
conflict in the medium run and in
the long run.”

He stressed that recognition
should be paired with practical
measures: humanitarian access
to Gaza, reconstruction plans, and
an international effort to ensure a
stable transition.

“Aid is going to have to enter in a
massive way and in an organized
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way, and not chaotic way,” he
added.

Rangel was in Riyadh this week to
meet with his counterpart Prince
Faisal bin Farhan and to advance
the bilateral relationship between
Saudi Arabia and Portugal.

“First I have to say that I'm very,
very glad to be here. It’s very
important to relaunch a very, very
intense and close relationship
between Saudi Arabia and
Portugal,” he said.

And, of course, the main issues
that we have to address are related
to bilateral relations, where we
can improve a lot. I think we have
made very, very solid progress. But
we have huge potential to develop
and to improve our economic and
cultural relations.”

The Saudi-Portuguese business
architecture has been developing
rapidly since the establishment
of the Saudi-Portuguese Business
Council in August 2024, a formal
institutional vehicle intended to
speed investment and trade ties.

The council — backed by the
Federation of Saudi Chambers
and Portuguese business bodies
— has already targeted renewable
energy, tourism, technology and
infrastructure as priority sectors.
Rangel was at pains to correct an
often-repeated assumption that
Portugal is only seeking inward
Saudi capital.

“Normally, people think that
Portugal is like a lot of countries,
only trying to convince Saudi
investors to invest in our country.
And this is true, we really want to
enhance an investment movement
from Saudi entrepreneurs, from
Saudi funds, in Portugal.

“But it is true, if you look at the
micro economy, that there is a
very relevant group of Portuguese
entrepreneurs that are also doing
new things in Saudi Arabia. Also in
Riyadh, things are happening.”

He pointed to sectors where
Portuguese strengths and Saudi
ambitions overlap: renewables
and energy transition, maritime
industries and oceanography,
new technologies, and niche
manufacturing such as Portugal’s
globally-recognised footwear and
fashion industries.

“I would invite, also, the Saudi side
to look at Portugal more carefully
when you look at renewable
energies, for instance — that’s also
quite an important bit of Saudi
Vision 2030.

“When you look at the sea and

the ocean, when you look at new
technologies, when you look at
fashion, for instance the shoes
industry, that is a top world one. So
there’s plenty of opportunities.”

Rangel also framed Portugal as a
stable, investment-friendly gateway
to Europe.

“Portugal is today probably one of
the most, or even the most, stable
country in Europe, because, if you
look at our public finance and how
the ratings are evolving, Portugal
is a very safe and secure, very
inclusive country. You'll see that all
the conditions are there to make a
safe and very fruitful investment.”

Culture and history were

not an afterthought. Rangel

used a linguistic example to
underline centuries of Iberian-
Arab exchange. “Ten percent of
Portuguese words come directly
from Arabic. For instance, you said
inshallah. In Portugal, it is oxala.
Exactly the same meaning.”

Pointing to shared historical
touchpoints across the Gulf and
along Portugal’s own maritime
routes, Rangel said: “We have to
enhance the mutual understanding
between civilizations and peoples.

“Portugal is at the cross of different
civilizations. We were always
sailors, so we were present almost
all over the world. And we still are,
in a quite humble way.”

He also placed culture inside a
pragmatic development frame
— joint artistic projects, museum
collaborations, and even sport.
“I would be remiss if I didn’t
recognize the Saudi-Portuguese
football player who has made
headlines all over the world,”

he said, referring to Cristiano
Ronaldo, who signed a new two-
year contract extension with Al-
Nassr FC in June.

“Soft power really does play a
huge part in enhancing bilateral
relations around the world

and showcasing it,” he added.
Another strand Rangel insisted

on was the potential for triangular
cooperation on Africa.

“Both countries are so close to
Africa, they know Africa so well
and probably together with the
expertise of the two countries and
also with some economic capacity
to help quicken the development of
the African countries.

“These could be, really, in terms

of cooperation, an important

field to explore,” he said, noting
Portugal’s historical links across
Lusophone Africa and Saudi
Arabia’s geographic and strategic
proximity to North and East Africa.
Returning to the Gaza peace

deal, Rangel said the ceasefire
and prisoner exchange mark

only the beginning for a long and
complex process, which Arab and
European states will be watching
and participating in closely.

“Without this ceasefire, without
this agreement, without the
release of hostages, nothing would
be possible. So we are just now
starting,” he said.

He was clear about the next

steps: humanitarian access,
reconstruction, political
arrangements and the difficult task
of disarming or excluding Hamas
from governance roles in any post-
conflict Gaza.

“We will have difficulties. We will
have resistance. We will have
reluctance to implement the plan.
And we have to be capable of
overcoming all these struggles
very well, because that truly is the
case right now.

“We have to be optimistic and

we must be realistic, because
sometimes when it’s too
unrealistic, it’s not the truth of
what’s happening in the world and
on the ground.”

MAYOR BIBB AND HASLAM SPORTS GROUP
REACH HISTORIC $100M AGREEMENT

FOR THE RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF
CLEVELAND AND THE REGION

Mayor Justin M. Bibb and Haslam Sports Group Reach

Historic $100M Agreement

for City of Cleveland and Region —mMm——«——

CLEVELAND (October 13, 2025) — Mayor Justin M. Bibb and the Haslam Sports
Group (HSG) announced today a historic agreement that reflects the continued
partnership of the City of Cleveland and the Cleveland Browns. The agreement
includes a $100M commitment from HSG to the City of Cleveland that will
accelerate the lakefront transformation and prepare the current lakefront
stadium site for redevelopment and the City’s commitment to support the
continuing progress and timely completion of the Browns’ future home in Brook
Park.

With today’s agreement, Mayor Bibb and HSG move forward together, committed
to providing advocacy and partnership for each other’s transformative projects.

“I'm proud to deliver this historic deal to the residents of the City of Cleveland,”
said Mayor Bibb. “My administration, with the Haslams’ support will finally
unlock the full potential of our lakefront, benefiting all residents and attracting
new investment to the City.”

“Because of Mayor Bibb’s leadership, and this monumental public-private
partnership, we are accelerating the transformation of Cleveland’s lakefront
while delivering a new world-class stadium and mixed-use development in
Brook Park. It’s a win for the city, the region, and the fans,” said HSG Principal
Partners Dee and Jimmy Haslam. “We will always be the Cleveland Browns, and
this agreement reflects a continued commitment by the Haslam/Johnson family
to strategically invest in City of Cleveland community programs, building on the
family’s consistent charitable giving across the region since taking leadership of
the Cleveland Browns in 2013.

“This $100M investment continues our lakefront momentum and economic
resurgence,” added Mayor Bibb. This Agreement puts the lakefront on the
path to transformational development and the Browns on the path to a world-
class facility in Brook Park. This is the right solution for the City and the region.
Cleveland’s time is now. We are a city that leads the region, that’s open for
business, and that knows how to get big things done.”

Agreement Highlights:

HSG to pay the City of Cleveland the sum of $25 million by December 1, 2025.
HSG to raze the current Huntington Bank Field in downtown Cleveland to a pad
ready state at the Browns’ expense. This cost is estimated to be $30 million.
Beginning on January 1, 2029, pay the City of Cleveland $5 million on or before
January 1 of each calendar year until January 1, 2033, totaling $25 million over
five years.

Upon termination of the Lease, HSG to invest no less than $2 million per year over
the next 10 years on a mutually agreed Community Benefit Projects totaling no
less than $20 million.

Parties to mutually support infrastructure plans related to road and air

travel with respect to both the Brook Park stadium mixed-use project, the
modernization of Cleveland-Hopkins International Airport, the development

of the Cleveland lakefront, including the redevelopment of the Burke Lakefront
Airport property.

City to support the continuing progress and timely completion of
transformational Brook Park stadium and mixed-use development.

Both parties will voluntarily dismiss all lawsuits with prejudice related to Browns
Huntington Bank Field move to Brook Park, OH.

The parties will work collaboratively to finalize a formal settlement agreement,
reflecting mutual support of both the lakefront and Brook Park development
project

HOW THE
GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN IS
AFFECTING NE
OHIO AIRPORTS
AND WHAT IT
MEANS FOR YOUR
NEXT FLIGHT

AKRON, Ohio (WJW) — Air traffic
controllers on Tuesday received
partial paychecks and face the threat
of losing their next paycheck entirely
as a result of the government
shutdown.

Air Traffic Controllers and TSA
agents are among government
employees deemed essential, so

they are expected to report for work
despite the fact that they may not get
paychecks.

Their union president on Tuesday
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called that a dangerous distraction.
“Air traffic controllers ensure that
risk is out of the system so that
those who fly and those we serve,
they are safe, and this brings a risk
where their focus is now on ‘when I
get off my shift today do I have to go
and drive Uber tonight so that way
I can put gas in the car or food on
the table for my family?*” said Nick
Daniels.

He was joined by Jason Ambrosi,
president of the Airline Association
International. “Can you imagine doing
such a stressful job and wondering

if you’re gonna be able to make your
next mortgage payment while you're
doing that job? Or wondering what

the next trip to the grocery store is
gonna look like for those folks that are
missing a paycheck with a promise to
get paid later? It’s just not acceptable,”
said Ambrosi. “The TSA agent,
security safety inspectors, these folks
are working without a paycheck and
they’re expected to keep us safe and
secure every day,” he said.

Air traffic controllers nationwide

were already short-staffed prior to

the shutdown. Since this shutdown
started, the number of sick calls have
reportedly contributed to delays at
airports around the country.

During the last shutdown in 2019 the
number of sick calls was reported to
have grown after they missed their first
paycheck. Locally, air traffic controllers
have been reporting for work and at
the Akron Canton Airport on Tuesday
most flights were on schedule with

the exception of flights to-and-from
Charlotte, where., according to
Flightaware, there were about 140 flight
delays on Tuesday alone.

Cleveland Hopkins International
Airport was reported to have had more
than 30 delays on Tuesday

“We are very fortunate our air traffic
control tower is staffed 24/7,” said Lisa
Dalpaiz, Vice President of Air Service
and Business Development at the
Akron Canton Airport.

Business at the Akron Canton Airport
is booming with 20-256 commercial
flights daily. Airlines serving the
airport now include American, United,
Allegient and Breeze.

And while both TSA employees

and air traffic controllers have been
showing up for work without drawing
paychecks, Dalpaiz understands that
delays at other airports around the
country can impact other airports like
dominoes.

“We always urge our travelers to
check with their airline before they
come to the airport because even if
there is no disruption here, there may
be somewhere down the line,” said
Dalpaiz.

“We're calling the elected officials to
end this shutdown. The air control
didn’t start the shutdown and we’re not
responsible for ending the shutdown,
only our elected officials can end the
shutdown today,” said Daniels.

MY CLEVELAND
AGENDA

RESULTS AND

A PERSPECTIVE

ON VOTING FROM
BASSEL ABDALLAH

by Pierre Bejjani and Rich Weiss

In the lead-up to Cleveland’s
November 2025 municipal
election, a collaborative project

has been asking Clevelanders
(including Middle Eastern/Arabic
Clevelanders) “If you woke up one
morning and you were a Cleveland
elected official, what’s the first thing
you would you do?”

Since July, Profile News Ohio has
been serving as a Community
Media Partner for the “My
Cleveland Agenda” project,

a collaboration between the
Journalism + Design Lab at The
New School in New York, Cuyahoga
Community College (Tri-C),
Neighborhood Media Foundation,
and supported by Signal Cleveland.
The goal of the project is to gather
insights from people across Greater
Cleveland to learn about their
priorities for local elected officials
and understand their questions
about the upcoming election.

“I would say make sure that every
resident in northeast Ohio has

easy access to vote,” said Bassel
Abdallah, one of our survey
respondents. He added, “Make it
easier for citizens in this area to
vote, of course, legally. Everyone
should be able to vote.” We asked
what motivates him to vote. “I would
say it’s the duty of voting. Since I
became citizen, I made sure to vote
in almost every election,” he said. “I
feel like it is my duty as US citizen.”
When we asked Abdallah what
information was needed before
voting on a candidate, he said, “I
want to make sure that he’s running
to serve. It’s the job, it’s his full-

time job to serve his constituents.

If he’s just running to get a salary
or to brag about it or to get some
benefits..no, I wouldn’t consider
that person.” He explained, “I get
hired because I am good at what
I'm doing. I get paid for that. If 'm
voting for you, because I think
you're good at that in serving the
people who elected you. I want to
make sure that candidate is capable
of doing that.”

Along with Abdallah, our outlet
surveyed multiple members of our
community for the My Cleveland
Agenda project. The project
interviewed 172 people across
Cleveland, including Middle Eastern
Arab American Clevelander
interviews from Profile News Ohio.
In addition to our interviews, three
other community media outlets
and four program fellows met and
interviewed community members.
Survey respondents were found at
Cleveland area foodbanks, cafes,
festivals, block parties, churches,
snow carts, bus stops, barbecues
and family and community events.
The My Cleveland Agenda survey
results pointed to five key priorities:
1) Housing: Clevelanders prioritize
increasing affordable housing,
support the unhoused, fix up vacant

properties and review property
development and tax abatements.

2) Safety: Clevelanders we spoke to
want to prioritize reducing crime and
gun violence, make neighborhoods
safer to be in and support mental
health services.

3) Community investment and uplift:
Clevelanders surveyed said they want
to see support for small businesses,
spurred jobs and economic growth

at a neighborhood level, activities for
youth, improvements in food access
and voting access and the addressing
of the wealth gap, locally.

4) Roads, streets and public transit:
Our survey respondents need
improvements to the infrastructure,
cleanliness and beautification of roads
and streets, and support for accessible
and safe public transit.

5) Public institutions and public
spaces: Clevelanders responding to
our survey wanted elected leaders to
increase resources for public schools
and support for libraries, parks and
places for community convenings.

We are proud to be a community
media partner of the My Cleveland
Agenda project, and we look forward
to pursuing these agenda items
whenever interviewing our elected
officials in 2026.

Now, we ask you: If you woke up one
morning and you were a Cleveland
elected official, what’s the first thing
you would you do?

The longstanding and well-respected
Cleveland American Middle East
Organization (C.A.M.E.O.) has released
its official endorsements for the
November election. The list of open
seats and candidates vying for the
votes of our community is long and
detailed. Might there be candidates
who best represent your priorities? It’s
time to decide.

Rich Weiss is executive director of
Neighborhood Media Foundation, a My
Cleveland Agenda project partner. He
worked closely with Profile News Ohio
throughout the collaborative reporting
project.

JUDGE
TEMPORARILY
BLOCKS BAN ON
INTOXICATING HEMP
IN OHIO

DeWine signed the executive order
last week, which ordered retailers
to get rid of their intoxicating hemp
products by Tuesday.

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A Franklin
County judge temporarily blocked
Gov. Mike DeWine’s executive order
Tuesday banning retailers from selling
products with intoxicating hemp for
90 days.

DeWine signed the executive order
last week, which ordered retailers

to get rid of their intoxicating hemp
products by Tuesday. Those who
would continue to sell the products
would face a daily $500 fine until the

products are taken off the shelves.
Three Ohio businesses sued DeWine
after he signed the order. The
restraining order granted by the judge
lasts for 14 days.

DeWine’s office released the following
statement after the ruling:

“Ohio voters have opined on where
they want cannabis sold by their
passage of Issue 2, which passed with
the support of 57% of Ohio voters.
Issue 2 limited the sale of cannabis

to dispensaries. The sale of cannabis
as intoxicating hemp in these other
venues was never contemplated by
the legislature nor approved by Ohio
voters. Ohio voters approved a highly-
regulated market; they did not approve
sales in these other venues. Ohio
voters also mandated that products not
target children and be tested for safety.
“While we continue to fight in court,
today’s developments underscore

our continued desire to work with the
General Assembly to pass permanent
legislation regarding intoxicating
hemp.” Intoxicating hemp products,
such as edibles, gummies and other
consumables containing delta-8, can
mostly be found at vape shops and
some gas stations. Delta-8 produces a
high similar to the effects of marijuana,
but milder. The compound is extracted
by modifying hemp, which is a legal
crop in Ohio.

The governor has been an opponent
of intoxicating hemp, in particular, the
lack of regulation and how he says

the products are marketed toward
children.

During his press conference last week,
he showcased three different examples
of actual candy and intoxicating hemp
products that share similar packaging.
One example showed a box of Sour
Patch Kids. The hemp product was
branded as “Stoner Patch Gummies,”
which DeWine says is a clear knockoff.

DeWine said there has been a sharp
rise in children who have ingested the
products and required hospitalization.

DeWine emphasized that the executive
order did not have anything to do with
the legalization of marijuana that Ohio
voters passed in 2023. The governor
pointed out that marijuana sales

come with strict regulations, which
intoxicating hemp does not. After 90
days, DeWine said the Ohio General
Assembly would be able to extend the
ban or let it expire.

2 BILLS AIMED AT
PROPERTY TAX
RELIEF PASSED IN
THE OHIO HOUSE.
HERE'S WHAT'S
NEXT FOR THEM

As Ohio homeowners clamor for
property tax relief, two bills aimed
at delivering just that are gaining
momentum in the state general
assembly.

Passed last week by the Ohio

House, House Bills 129 and 309
include recommendations made

by the governor’s working group

at the start of the month. Some of
those recommendations, outlined

in a report, were built on previous
recommendations made by the state
legislature. The legislation still needs
to pass the Ohio Senate and receive
approval from Gov. Mike DeWine,
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but state Rep. David Thomas told
our news partner the Journal-News
that the bills “serve as reasonable,
informed responses to the
unprecedented surge in residents’
property tax burdens across the
state. The main thrust of HB 129 — it
has been introduced in previous bills
several times and never advanced
past a few hearings — is to include
emergency and substitute levies

in the 20-mill floor calculation

for school districts, which would
restrict huge revenue spikes like the
ones many districts received when
property values jumped in the past
five years.

Roughly 237 Ohio school districts
have used emergency and substitute
levies to gather large windfalls from
property value increases — thanks
to being on the 20-mill floor — which
are in addition to annual revenue
the districts are guaranteed to
receive from these levies that are
not currently included in the 20-mill
floor calculation. Ohio House. Here’s
what’s next for them

ohio home cincinnati house property
tax

Photo by: WCPO

By: Denise Callahan | Journal-News,,
Connor Steffen

Posted 6:23 PM, Oct 13, 2025
CINCINNATI — As Ohio homeowners
clamor for property tax relief, two
bills aimed at delivering just that

are gaining momentum in the state
general assembly.

Passed last week by the Ohio

House, House Bills 129 and 309
include recommendations made

by the governor’s working group

at the start of the month. Some of
those recommendations, outlined

in a report, were built on previous
recommendations made by the state
legislature.

The video player is currently playing
an ad. You can skip the ad in 5 sec
with a mouse or keyboard

The legislation still needs to pass the
Ohio Senate and receive approval
from Gov. Mike DeWine, but state
Rep. David Thomas told our news
partner the Journal-News that the
bills “serve as reasonable, informed
responses to the unprecedented
surge in residents’ property tax
burdens across the state.

WATCH: Here’s a quick breakdown of
the two bills and what they do

House Bill 129

The main thrust of HB 129 — it has
been introduced in previous bills
several times and never advanced
past a few hearings — is to include
emergency and substitute levies

in the 20-mill floor calculation

for school districts, which would
restrict huge revenue spikes like the
ones many districts received when
property values jumped in the past
five years.

Roughly 237 Ohio school districts
have used emergency and substitute
levies to gather large windfalls from
property value increases — thanks
to being on the 20-mill floor — which

are in addition to annual revenue
the districts are guaranteed to
receive from these levies that are
not currently included in the 20-mill
floor calculation.

It would cut school district revenues
and save taxpayers $89 million next
year, $114 million in 2027 and $127
million the year after.

Butler County Auditor Nancy Nix
said in an email on Monday that the
bill would impact taxpayers in a
“positive way.”

“We tend to support HB129, as it
provides more transparency and
changes levy language that can be
misleading. It would also prevent
some of the large windfalls going

to the schools in this inflationary
real estate market,” Nix wrote.
“There are a few school districts

in Butler County with emergency
and substitute levies ... so this would
restrain those increases and benefit
taxpayers.”

House Bill 309

HB 309 reduces unnecessary
property tax collections by
expanding the County Budget
Commission’s authority to modify
levies and reduce a taxing unit’s
millage if the commission deems that
a local government would receive
unnecessary or excessive property
tax collections.

It would also increase transparency
by clarifying the authority budget
commissions currently have and
increase transparency when
addressing windfalls of revenue that
have not been the result of a vote.

Nix said her office is unsure what
impact HB 309 would have on
property taxpayers. She said the
county budget commission “has
generally been more of a rubber
stamp to taxing districts and their
financial projections,” and would
take on more of a policing role
through the county auditor’s office,
which the budget commission is
administered by.

“Tunderstand the intent of the
legislation and can support it in
theory, but the devil is in the details.
I'm sure taxing districts won’t favor
the budget commission making
decisions on their voted levies,” Nix
wrote.

No single solution to state’s property
tax woes

These two pieces of legislation
were approved in the state budget
and unanimously recommended,
with slight modifications, by the
Governor’s Ohio Property Tax
Working Group, which is composed
of various school and local
government leaders.

Paul Imhoff, director of
governmental relations for the
Buckeye Association of School
Administrators, told the Journal-
News, “they almost got it there; they
missed a couple of things.” While
they appreciate the legislators’
“willingness to make some changes,”
taxes will still go up for taxpayers in
districts with substitute levies and
after five years for newly named
“fixed sum” emergency levies.

“We certainly don’t want to do
anything that is going to raise
property taxes,” Imhoff said. “Which
is why we’ve been advocating for
the ability to be able to renew both
the emergency and substitute levies
as fixed sum (levies).”

Imhoff said they are already working
on the senate side of the aisle to
make more changes.Republican
legislators included several property

tax reform items in the last biennium
budget, but Gov. Mike DeWine vetoed
four of them. The house intended to
override three of the four vetoes, but
only mustered votes to override the
veto of one item — the elimination of
a school district’s authority to levy
certain kinds of taxes.

“This is not the property tax relief
that our residents are asking for,” Rep.
Chris Glassburn, D-North Olmstead,
said. “This is one of several technical
changes that we are trying to do to
make the system right in the future
but this is not going to change the
vast majority of Ohioans’ bills and to
the extent that it helps people, it is to
prevent damage we caused in that
override.”

Thomas said the legislature for the
past 50 years has codified tax breaks
for schools, and that is partly to blame
for the problem.

“I don’t think we can let the perfect be
the enemy of the good, which is what
we’re trying to do today,” Thomas said
about the passing of HB 129.

“We are not cutting, we are not
slashing, we are protecting our
taxpayers across the state of Ohio, it

is not the cure, it is not the be-all-and-
end-all, no bill that you see before us
will be,” Thomas said.

US STRIKES
ANOTHER VESSEL
OFF VENEZUELA
COAST, KILLING SIX

The US has struck another vessel off
the coast of Venezuela on Tuesday,
killing six people, President Donald
Trump has said.

In a post on Truth Social, Trump
said the vessel belonged to
“narcoterrorists” and that it was
“trafficking narcotics”.

This is the fifth strike of its kind

by the Trump administration on a
boat accused of trafficking drugs on
international waters since September.
In total, 27 people have been reported
killed, but the US has not provided
evidence or details about identities of
the vessels or those on board them.
Some lawyers have accused the

US of breaching international law,
and neighbouring nations like
Colombia and Venezuela have
condemned the strikes. In his Truth
Social post, Trump said “intelligence
confirmed the vessel was trafficking
narcotics, was associated with illicit
narcoterrorist networks, and was
transiting along a known” route for
smuggling.

He also posted an aerial surveillance
video showing a small boat on

water that is struck by a missile and
explodes. Trump did not specify the
nationality of those on board, or what
drug smuggling organisation they are
suspected of belonging to. He added

that no US military personnel were
injured.

The strike comes after a recent

leaked memo sent to Congress, and
reported on by US media, that said the
administration determined the US was
in a “non-international armed conflict”
with drug cartels.

It has also deployed multiple warships
to the Caribbean.

The US has positioned its strikes on
alleged drug-trafficking vessels as self-
defence. Many lawyers questioning the
legality of such military action.

Framing this as an active armed
conlflict is likely a way for Trump to
justify using more extreme wartime
powers - for example killing “enemy
fighters” even if they have not posed
a violent threat, or detaining people
indefinitely.

While it is true that some drug
trafficking occurs in Venezuela, and
some cartels operate in the region that
some of these vessels allegedly have
originated from, it is not considered a
hotspot for drug trafficking compared
to some other locations in the region.

As a result, many believe this is part
of a wider political campaign to put
military pressure on Venezuela’s
President Nicolas Maduro.

The strikes come after the US
announced a $50m (£37m) reward for
any information leading to the arrest
of Maduro - whose election to lead the
country has been widely rejected by
the international community - on drug-
trafficking charges.

Venezuela’s government has reacted to
previous recent strikes with anger.

Maduro denies American accusations
that he is involved with drugs
trafficking, while another official has
questioned the veracity of footage
posted by Trump.

‘PREMATURE’ TO
CONCLUDE THAT
TRUMP’S TARIFFS
HAVEN'T HIT THE
GLOBAL ECONOMY,
THE IMF SAYS

Higher US tariffs have so far had a
smaller impact globally than expected,
but it would be “premature and
incorrect” to conclude they have had
no effect on economic growth, the
International Monetary Fund said
Tuesday.

The IMF slightly upgraded its
expectations for global and US
growth for this year in its latest World
Economic Outlook report, also citing a
smaller-than-expected increase in the
US tariffs themselves.

A flurry of trade announcements,
including deals between the United
States and several trading partners,
have brought the average US tariff rate
down from April highs to between
10% and 20% for most countries,
according to the Washington, DC-
based institution.

The IMF expects the world economy
to grow 3.2% in 2025, up from its July
forecast of 3% but “decisively below
the pre-pandemic average of 3.7%.”
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The US economy, meanwhile, is seen
growing 2% this year and 2.1% in 2026,
marginally up from what the fund
predicted in July. “The United States
negotiated trade deals with various
countries and provided multiple
exemptions,” IMF chief economist
Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas wrote in a
blog post, adding that most countries
had also refrained from retaliating by
raising tariffs on US goods. Businesses
also adapted quickly by boosting
imports ahead of tariff increases and
“re-routing” their supply chains.

But he noted that trade tensions
continue to flare up, there is no
guarantee that trade agreements
will last and US importers might still
pass on the cost of higher tariffs onto
consumers.

“Past experience suggests that it

may take a long time before the full
picture emerges,” Gourinchas wrote.
US President Donald Trump launched
a chaotic trade war with various
countries this year, hiking tariffs,
pausing some, changing others and
striking some trade agreements.

Underscoring the continued
uncertainty over trade policies, trade
tensions between the US and China
escalated in recent days, with Trump
threatening to impose a 100% tariff on
China amid a dispute over its export
controls on rare earths.

The impact of a tighter US immigration
policy on the country’s labor market

is also weighing on the outlook for the
world’s largest economy, Gourinchas
told reporters. The IMF’s forecast for

US growth this year represents a sharp
slowdown from an expansion of 2.8% in
2024.

“We have seen a very sharp reduction
in the share of foreign-born workers

in the labor force in the US... You

can think of this as another negative
supply shock on top of the tariff shock,”
Gourinchas said.

“Something that is contributing to a
slowdown in US growth is in general
not something that is going to be good
for the rest of us,” he added.

TRUMP’S NEW 100%
TARIFFS ON CHINA
TRIGGERED AN $18
BILLION CRYPTO
SELL-OFF

President Donald Trump’s threat to
impose an additional 100% tariff on
imports from China sparked a massive
cryptocurrency sell-off late Friday that
exposed risky leverage in the space.

Digital currencies bitcoin, ether and
solana were among the most affected
cryptocurrencies, bringing total
liquidations to $18.28 billion as of 3:47
pm. ET, according to data analysis

platform CoinGlass. The losses for
cryptocurrencies come amid a broad
sell-off, as the Nasdaqg and S&P 500
on Friday saw their steepest declines
in six months.

In the past 24 hours, roughly $5
billion of bitcoin has been liquidated,
along with about $4 billion of ether
and about $2 billion of solana,
according to CoinGlass.

It’s the “largest liquidation event in
crypto history,” CoinGlass said in a
post on X. Bitcoin is down almost
10% in the last five days and was
trading at $111.616.20 as of 3:45 p.m.
ET, a jump from when it dropped to
$103,000 at 5:15 p.m. ET on Friday.

On Friday, ether was priced at
$4,365.63 and then sunk to $3,742.88
-a14.2% decline.

Solana was priced at $223.10 on
Friday and has fallen to $178.72, as of
3:45 pm. ET - a nearly 20% plunge.

Crypto has made major gains since
Trump took office this year, in large
part because of the president’s
turnaround from dismissing bitcoin
as “based on thin air” to addressing
crypto fans at conventions, launching
his own meme coin and promising a
strategic crypto reserve. And Trump
recently issued an executive order
allowing digital assets like crypto to
be included in 401(k) plans, causing
bitcoin to soar to a record high of
$124,000 last week.

Despite ongoing trade talks between
Washington and Beijing, trade
tensions re-escalated Thursday after
China ramped up export restrictions
on critical rare earth minerals.

ASSAD
GOVERNMENT
SECRETLY MOVED
MASS GRAVE

TO COVER UP
KILLINGS, REUTERS
INVESTIGATION
FINDS

From 2019 to 2021, Syria’s
authoritarian government carried
out a secret operation to move

tens of thousands of bodies from
the exposed Qutayfah mass grave
to a hidden site in the desert east

of Damascus. The goal of the
clandestine reburial was to hide
evidence of atrocities as Bashar
Assad tried to regain international
standing. DHUMAIR, Syria, Oct 14 -
The Assad government carried out
a two-year clandestine operation to
truck thousands of bodies from one
of Syria’s largest known mass graves
to a secret location more than an
hour away in the remote desert, a
Reuters investigation has found.
The conspiracy by President Bashar
al-Assad’s military to excavate the
mass grave in Qutayfah and create
an enormous second mass grave
in the desert outside the town of

Dhumair has not been previously
reported.

To uncover the location of the
Dhumair grave site and detail the vast
operation, Reuters spoke to 13 people
with direct knowledge of the two-year
effort to move the bodies, reviewed
documents produced by officials
involved, and analyzed hundreds of
satellite images of both grave sites
taken over the course of several years.
The operation to transfer bodies

from Qutayfah to another hidden site
dozens of kilometers away was called
“Operation Move Earth,” and it lasted
from 2019 until 2021. The purpose

of the operation was to cover up the
Assad government’s crimes and help
restore its image, the witnesses said.

Qutayfah burial area

Reuters informed the government

of President Ahmed al-Sharaa of

the findings of this investigation on
Tuesday. The government didn’t
immediately respond to questions for
this report.

The news agency isn’t revealing the
site’s precise location here, to reduce
the likelihood that intruders may
tamper with the grave. A forthcoming
Reuters special report will detail the
story of how the Assad government
executed the clandestine operation
and how reporters uncovered the
scheme.

With at least 34 trenches measuring
2 kilometers long, the grave in the
Dhumair desert is among the most
extensive created during the Syrian
civil war, Reuters has found. Witness
accounts and the dimensions of the
new site suggest that tens of thousands
of people could be buried there.
Assad’s government began burying
the dead at Qutayfah around 2012,
early in the civil war. The mass grave
contained the bodies of soldiers and
prisoners who died in the dictator’s
prisons and military hospitals, the
witnesses said.

A Syrian human rights activist
exposed Qutayfah by releasing photos
to local media in 2014, revealing the
grave’s existence and its general
location on the outskirts of Damascus.
Its precise location came to light a few
years later, in court testimony and
other media reports. For four nights
nearly every week from February
2019 to April 2021, six to eight trucks
filled with dirt and human remains
traveled from Qutayfah to the Dhumair
desert site, according to the witnesses
involved in the operation. Reuters
could not confirm if bodies from
elsewhere also arrived at the secret
site and found no documentation
mentioning Operation Move Earth or
mass graves more generally.
Everyone directly involved vividly
recalled the stench, including two
truckers, three mechanics, a bulldozer
operator and a former officer from
Assad’s elite Republican Guard who
was involved from the earliest days of
the transfer.

Former President Assad, who is in
Russia, and several military officials
identified by witnesses as playing
key roles in the operation couldn’t

be reached for comment. After the
dictatorship’s fall late last year, Assad

and many of his aides fled the country.
The idea to move thousands of bodies
came into being in late 2018, when
Assad was verging on victory in Syria’s
civil war, said the former Republican
Guard officer. The dictator was hoping
to regain international recognition after
being sidelined by years of sanctions
and allegations of brutality, the officer
said. At the time, Assad had already
been accused of detaining Syrians by
the thousands. But no independent
Syrian groups or international
organizations had access to the prisons
or the mass graves.

TWO WOUNDED
IN ISRAELI DRONE
STRIKE ON
TEBNINE-HARISS

An Israeli drone targeted Tuesday a
region between Tebnine and Hariss in
south Lebanon, wounding two people,
the national News Agency said.
Despite a ceasefire reached in late
November, Israel has kept up its strikes,
usually saying it is targeting Hezbollah
sites and operatives. It is also still
occupying five hills in south Lebanon
that it deems “strategic.”

On Monday, Prime Minister Nawaf
Salam called on the international
community to pressure Israel to halt its
attacks on Lebanon, as he welcomed a
ceasefire in Gaza.

On Saturday, President Joseph Aoun
condemned overnight strikes on
civilian facilities in south Lebanon as a
heinous Israeli aggression that has no
justification.
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THE AMERICAN NATIONALITIES MOVEMENT

The American Nationalities Movement has decided to start endorsing candidates for office. However, the Movement started late and not all candidates were
notified. But of those that were the list below are our endorsed candidates for the 2025 November election. And for any race not listed it just means that those
candidates were not notified in time or we have no preference in that race. The 2025 Endorsements Are:

ELECTION

20225

Bedford Heights Council at Large:
Berea City Council Ward 4:
Berea, President of Council:
Brunswick City Mayor:

Brecksville-Broadview Hts. School Board:
Cleveland Municipal Court, FTC 01/01/2026:
Cleveland Municipal Court, FTC 01/03/2026:
Cleveland Municipal Court, Term Ending 1/1/2028:

Cleveland City Council Ward 1:
Cleveland City Council Ward 2:
Cleveland City Council Ward 5:
Cleveland City Council Ward 6:
Cleveland City Council Ward 7:
Cleveland City Council Ward 8:
Cleveland City Council Ward 10:
Cleveland City Council Ward 11:
Cleveland City Council Ward 12:
Cleveland City Council Ward 13:
Cleveland City Council Ward 14:

Paul Bounds
Erika Coble
Duane Jaynes
Ron Falconi
Noel Abou Mitri
In Son Loving
Khalili Lawson

Juanita Brent
Kevin Bishop
Richard Starr
Blain Griffin
Mohammod Faraj

Christopher Woodworth

Brossard

Olmsted Falls Council at Large:
Parma City Council President:
Parma City Council Ward 1:
Parma City Council Ward 4:
Parma City Council Ward 6:
Parma City Council Ward 7:
Shuman

Parma City Council Ward 8:
Parma City Council Ward 9:
Parma School Board:

Parma Heights Mayor:

Rocky River Municipal Court:
Hagan

Strongsville City Council at Large:

Kelly Kosek
University Heights Mayor:
Hutton

University Heights Council at Large:

Stokes II

Westlake Mayor:

Westlake City Council Ward 1:
Westlake City Council Ward 4:
Westlake City School Board:

Stephanie Howse-Jones

Michael Polensek
Nikki Hudson
Danny Kelly
Brian Kazy
Jasmin Santana

North Olmsted City Council Ward 4:
North Olmsted President of Council:

Maureen Carr
Lou

Megan Coy

Vito DiPiero
Monica Wilson
Kelly Zacharias
Kevin Kussmaul
Kammy Coyle

Amanda Boyd
Robert Euerle
Nick Reyes
Marie Gallo
Judge Brian

Jim Carbone &

J Chauncey

Vincent E.

Dennis Clough
Monte Hamaoui

Brad Lamb
Mark Homyak

Lakewood City Council at Large:
Medina County Auditor:
North Olmsted City Council Ward 3:

Tom Bullock & Sarah Kepple
Anthony Capretta
Terry Smith

Respectfully Summitted: Valerie Schwonek
Blazey, Corresponding Secretary for the American Nationalities
Movement of Ohio.
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Emergencies

Most Insurances Accepted
» Dentures * Extractions
* Crowns-Bridges * Tooth Whitening
* Gum Treatments = Cosmetic Dentistry
* Implants
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19680 Center Ridge Rd.

Rocky River, OH 44116
216-251-4474

Elect
Cheryl M. Wiltshire

FOR CLEVELAND
HOUSING COURT JUDGE

VOTE

TUESDAY

NOV 4

CHERYL WILL DO THE WORK Endorsements & Support
TO REBUILD HOUSING COURT! Cleveland Police Patrolmen’s Association

* Restore: Integrity of Housing Court Cleveland Building & Construction Trades Council
* Ra-establish: Deputy Bailff's Union North East Ohio Democratic Veterans Caucus
» Reduce: Employee turnover rate ok
- Relaunch: Quarteriy Housing Court Newsletter Akron/Cleveland Association of Realtors PAC
+ Rebuild: Community resources & relationships United Auto Workers Northeast Ohio CAP Council
* Revise: Efficiency of evictions C.AM.EQ. (Cleveland American Middle East Organization)

North Shore AFL-CIO

Over 21 years of litigation experience:

« Cleveland Housing Court

= Judicial Clerk

« Staff Attorney

= Magistrate
» Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court

= Staff Attorney
« Owner of The Wiltshire Law Firm, LLC

Represented hundreds of clients in Civil Matters, Family Law,
Juvenile Court, Foreclosures & Appellate cases

To Donate -
For yard signs,
vote by mail app, or (o volunteer

email: electwiltshireforjudge@gmail.com
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BN, NOW OPEN!
COFFEE :
25780 Miles Rl Unit G, Bedford Heights, 0H 44146
615 Griswold Rl Suite B, Elyria, OH 44035
. JR 2260 W. MarketSL. Akron, O 44313
’ P2 1139 High M. New Piadolabia OH 4663
s i » 9 W. High Ave. New Philadelphia, ]
*FRANGCHISE FEE S sl 26625 Brookpark Ext, North Olmsted, OH 44070
2555 N. Ridge Rl Painesuille, 0H 44077
20609 Fairmount Blvl. Shaker Heights, OH 44118
B= 2 IFA 4015 Hills and Dales Rd. NW Canton, OH 44718
VET * FRAN  Top 50 Franchise 15344 Snow Rd. Brook Park, OH 44142
- 3464 Hutison Dr. Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221
COMING SOON 1617 Claremont Ave. Ashiand, OH 44805
= e 4531 Everhard R.NW North Canton, OH 44720
GRAFTON - Spring 2025 28940 Eucid Ave. Wickliffe, OH 44092
MEDINA - Spring 2025 922 W. Perkins Ave. Sandusky, 0H 44870

LAKE COUNTY - Summer 2025 BIGGBY. 35111 Center Ridye Rd. North Ridgeville, 0H 43039
AVON LAKE - Summer 2025 COFFEE 34500 Vine St. Eastiake, OH 43095
MIDDLEBURG HEIGHTS - Summer 2025 4100 E Lake Rd. Sheffield Lake, 0H 44054
CLEVELAND WESTSIDE- Summer 2025 | 821Cleveland St. Elyria, OH 43035
AVON - Summer 2025 L. 2280 Akron Rd. Wooster, OH 44691
WOODMERE - Summer 2025 o

v/ Vote November 4, 2025

KEEGAN

\RADEFF

* k k Kk %

NORTH OLMSTED
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Paid for by Friends of Keegan Radeff

PROUDLY ENDORSED BY




OCTOBER 2025 PROFILE NEWS oHio ISSUE 36

13

et FRESHAIRERSY

SPECIALS:

The Indoor Air Quality Expert

APCO Fresh Aire UV single
bulk tewo wears warranty
with install

$1399

APCO Fresh Ailre UV double
bulk Two years warranty
with install

31799

APCO Fresh Aire UV double

bulk three wears warranty

with install

CONTACT US
+1 216 600 5879 ext.2

APCO-X single bulb three budgethvacohic@grmail.coam

years warranty with install www. budgetohio.com

21949

APCO-X ULTRA single bulb
three years warranty with
install

$2499

V| Vote November 4, 2025 PROUDLY ENDORSED BY

TO ELECT

Mary Ellen Hemann

Rocky River Clerk of Court

ELECT

— MARY ELLEN —

HEMANN

* K * K* K
CLERK OF COURT

Serving the Communities of
Bay Village, Fairview Park, North Olmsted,

Rocky River and Westlake
LEARN MORE AT: maryellenhemann.com C.A.MLE.O. MEMBER SINCE 2013!

Paid for by Friends of Mary Ellen Hemann, Colleen Gallagher Treasurer
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By Jeannette Charara

Attention all
landlords and
agents: DRIVE

THRUS NEEDED!

: : ; 5610-5612 Harvard Ave, Cleveland, MULTIPLE DRIVE THRUS
16800 Brookpark Rd, Brook Park 2 i
An"uuimgmmwgm OH 44105 NEEDED THROUGHOUT OHIO

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT : St
ACROSS THE STREET FROM NEW BROWNS NEXT DOOR/FORMER PIZZA SHOP INCLUDED FOR A NATIONAL FRANCHISE!
STADIUM ONE APARTMENT UPSTAIRS
LIQUOR LICENSE INCLUDED uuoun NSE INCLUDED

ASKING $2,000,000

This November, vote to COMPLEX IMMIGRATION MATTERS
re-elect Judge Brian F. Hagan,
the C.A.M.E.O. endorsed MADE
candidate for Rocky River S M E
Municipal Court Judge! I P L ¢

Re-Elect

ROCKY RIVER MUNICIPAL COURT
* *x * * Brian F. * * x %

HAGAN

= JUDGE

* % %k WKk K Kk kK kK

Dedicated to helping people solve their

EXPERIENCED. END ORSED. PREFERRED. immigration issues. We bring deep knowledge B R OW N
Paid for by: Committee to Elect Brian F. Hagan, Brian P. Neitzel, 25000 Center Ridge Road, Suite 8, Westiake, OH 44145

of immigration law’s complexities, making the

process as simple and painless as possible. IMMIGRATION LAW

ere you want to @ BrownlmmLaw.com  216.861.4414

M) -

Cleveland American Middle East Organization
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Ready to pursue your passion?

Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C*) will help you And a one-million-strong alumni network will be at
move forward with caring professors, supportive career your back as you move on to that dream job, that
coaches and transfer specialists to guide you every fouryear degree or whatever your next step in life is.

step of the way. So keep moving forward. Keep learning. Keep your

The College's short-term credentials, transfer degrees eye on the prize. Keep after that dream.
and job-ready programs will skill you up with the
knowledge to make your next move.

Tri-C* Where futures begin"

Cuyahoga

Community

Enroll now. College
. e
tri-c.edu | 216-987-6000 A
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Cleveland American Middle East Organization

C.A.M.E.O. Endorsements 2025
For the November Election

Bedford Hts council at large : Paul Bounds
= Berea city council ward 4 : Erika Coble
= Berea president of council : Daune Jaynes ( Dawn )
. Brunzwick city Mayor : Ron Falconi
= Brecksville/Broadview Hts school board: Noel Abou Mitri
. Cleveland Municipal Court: FTC:1/03/2026 : Khalila Lawson
=  Cleveland Municipal Court: FTC: 1/01/2026: In Son Loving
=  Cleveland Municipal Court : ending 1/1/2028:
Dual : Christopher Woodworth & Brett Horton
=  Cleveland Municipal Court Housing : Cheryl Wiltshire
. Cleveland City Council ward 1: Juanita Brent
- Cleveland City Council ward 5: Rebecca Maurer
= Cleveland City Council Ward 7: Mohamad Farraj
= Cleveland City Council Ward 8 : Stephanie Howse Jones
= Cleveland City Council Ward 10: Mike Polensek
=  Cleveland City Council Ward 11: Nikki Hudson
. Cleveland City Council Ward 12 : Danny Kelly
= Cleveland Hts Mayor: Davida Russell
. Fairview Park City Council ward 5: Bridget King
= Lakewood City Council at Large (3) : Tom Bullock & Angelina
Hamilton Steiner & Sarah Kepple
= Lakewood City Council ward 2 : Kyle Robinson
. Maple Hts city council district 7 : Travian Atkins
. Maple Hts. Council President : Lawrence Lane
=  North Olmsted City Council Ward 3: Terry Smith
. North Olmsted City Council Ward 4 : Maureen Carr
. North Olmsted Director of Finance: Keegan Radeff
=  North Olmsted City School Board : Mohamad Alhawasha
= Olmsted Falls City Council at Large : Megan Coy
. Parma City Council President : Vito Depiero
= Parma City Council Ward 1 : Monica Wilson
. Parma City Council Ward 4 : Kelly Zacharias
. Parma Cty Council Ward 6 : Kevin Kussmaul
. Parma City Council Ward 7 : Kammy Shuman
] Parma city Council Ward 8 : Amanda Boyd
= Parma City Council Ward 9 : Rob Euerle
= Parma School Board : Nick Reyes & Tammie Sabastian
- Parma Hts. Mayor : Marie Gallo
. Rocky River Municipal Court: Judge Brian Hagan
=  Rocky River Clerk of Courts : Mary Ellen Hemann
. Strongsville City Council at Large : Kelly Kosek
= University Hts council at Large : Vincent Stokes lI
. University Hts. Mayor : J Chauncey Hutton
=  Westlake City Council Ward 1: Monte Hamaoui
. Westlake City Council Ward 4: Michael Lamb
. Westlake City School Board: Mark Homyak
. Westlake City Mayor : Dennis Clough
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THE OHIO LOTTERY AN ADD TEMS OF THOLUSAMNMDS
T YO BOTTOM LIME.

Average sales per retailer more than $420,000 per year.
More than 527,500 in commissions on average per year.
FPlayers winming prnzes spend more n store.

ent a1 [216) 774-S680

Mention code "Profile News Ohio’
for exclusive event pricing!

440-672-1316
www.lavillacbc.com

Weddings - Private Events « Corporate Events « Catering
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“If elected, | will apply the law with fairness, holding
people accountable while also creating opportunities for
them to get back on track and move forward in life.”

BRETT
HORTON

FOR CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE

Brett Horton is dedicated to service
and defined by integrity.

+ 30 years practicing law with extensive
experience in our local courts

* Mentor and tutor to Cleveland youth
for three decades

+ Lifelong Clevelander who understands
our community’s needs

If elected, Brett Horton will:

* Expand programs that address the
root causes of crime

+ Create more opportunities for
intervention and support

* Increase access to the legal system

PROUDLY ENDORSED BY

Justice with Integrity. Leadership with Vision.

www.BrettHortonForJudge.com | Paid for by Friends of Brett Horton for Judge




